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IN u 
NORTHAMPTON, 
Under my Miniſterial Care. 


My Dear Friends ! 


S I reckon the GELS which fixed 

me with you, in the Paſtoral Rela- 
tion, amongſt the moſt ſingular Bleſſings of 
my Life; I would always retain a Senſe of 
thoſe Engagements which it brings me un- 
der, to labour to the utmoſt for your Spi 
ritual Improvement. And through the Di- 
vine Goodneſs, I find it a delightful Work ; 
as your candid and ſerious Temper adds a 
Freedom and Pleaſure, both to my publick 
Miniſtrations, and private Converſes wich 
you, 
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© by DED3CA3 TION. 


I TAKE this Opportunity of renewing 
the Aſſurances I have often given you, that 
1 could gladly converſe with you more fre- 
quently at Home; did not the other Work, 
in which I am engaged, as a Tutor, de- 
mand ſo large a Share of my Time. I 
heartily thank you, that you ſo kindly conſi- 
der it, and make all the Allowances for it I 
could reaſonably deſire. a 


1 ruusr, Gop is my Witneſs, that it is 
a ſincere Concern for his Glory, and the 
Intereſt of a Redeemer in the riſing Age, 
that has determined me to undertake the 
additional Labours of ſuch an Employ- 
ment: And as you voluntarily choſe to ſacri- 
fice ſomething of your private Satisfaction, 
to theſe great and important Views, I hope 
you will have the Pleaſure to ſee them an- 
ſwered, and that you yourſelves will not, 
on the whole, be Loſers by them. You 
know, it is my Deſire, that as my Pupils ad- 
vance in the Courle of their preparatory 
Studies, they would endeavour by their Reli- 
gious Viſits, Converſation and Prayer, to 
ſupply in Part, that Lack of Service to you, 
which my Care for them muſt neceſſarily 
occaſion and 'it 1s as a farther Supply of 
it, that 1 bow offer you thoſe SERMONS on 
the Religious Education of CHILDREN, which 
you heard from the Pulpit lome Months 
ago. 
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am confirmed in that Thought; and I will 


DEDICATION, 


Tun . Indulgence and Thankfulneſs with 
which you then received them, is one Inſtance, 
amongſt many others, of your Reliſh for 
plain and practical Preaching. When ſome 
of you expreſſed your Deſire that they might 
be made more publick, I confeſs I knew 
not well how to deny you; and I was the 
more willing to comply with your Requeſt, 
becauſe it is a Subject which cannot be often 
handled, fo largely, in the Courſe of Preach- 


Ing. 


TrarT tender Concern for you and yours, 
which led me to treat of Education, engaged me 
alſo to manage it in ſuch a Manner, as I appre- 
hended might be moſt for your Advantage 
and for theirs; that is, to make it, as far as 
I could, a warm and ſerious Addreſs to you. 
I have likewiſe, for the ſame Reaſon, re- 
tained that Form in tranſcribing them for 
the Preſs; though I am ſenſible it might 
have appeared more faſhionable and polite, 
to have caſt them into a different Mould, 
and to have propoſed my Remarks in a 
more cool and general Way. | 


IT is indeed my deliberate Judgment, 
that there is an important Difference be- 
tween Popular Diſcourſes and Philoſophical Eſſays. 
The more I converſe with the moſt cele- 
brated Speakers of Antiquity, the more I 
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take the Liberty to add, that, for the Sake 
of common Chrifians, I could wiſh it were 
more generally conſidered, But whether in 
this Reſpect I am in the right or the wrong, 
I muſt ſay with the Apoſtle to the Corin- 
thians, Brethren, is is for your Sakes, 


I wovrD not willingly diſguſt Perſons of 
elevated Genius and refined Education; but 
I muſt confeſs, the great Labour of my 
Life is to bring down my Diſcourſes to com- 
mon Apprehenſions, and to impreſs the Con- 
ſciences of Men by them in Subſerviency 
to the momentous Deſign of their eternal 
Salvation. And as I am your Shepherd, and 
you in a peculiar Manner the People of my 
Care, whom Gop has committed to my 
Hand, and of whom he will require an 
Account from me, I would always cheriſh 
a peculiar Concern for you; and deſire that, 
whenever I appear amongſt you, my Heart 
may overflow with a Kind of parental Tender- 
neſs for you. There are, perhaps, ſome 
Traces of this in theſe Diſcourſes, which 
a ſevere Critick may cenſure, and a pro- 
phane Wit may deride; nevertheleſs 1 
have a chearful Hope, that they will be ac- 
cepted by GoD, and approved by you. It Di- 
vine Grace render them uſeful to others, I 
would own it as an additional Favour ; and 


that they might be ſo, I have diligently 


avoided whatever might offend any ferious 
Reader ; yet they are yours by a peculiar. 
WIT Cl, aim. 


DE DICAT ION. vii 
Claim. Fur you I compoſed them; for you 
I publiſhed them; and zo you I now preſent 
them; humbly commending tbew and you 
to the Bleſſing of Gop, and intreating yours - 


continued Prayers, that it may attend all tlie 
Labours of | 


Your very aſfectionate Brother, 
and obliged Servant, 


min our common LORD, 


. PHILIT DoDDRIDGE. 
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HE Subject of the following Diſcourſes is of 

high Importance 10 the Intereſt of Religion, 
and juſtly claims a Share in our Labours, if we 
would fulfil the Miniſtry wwe have received in 
the LORD, and give a good Account of it ano- 
ther Day. This led the Author to infiſt upon it, 
in the Congregation under his Care, What was 
delivered from the Pulpit met with a favourable 
Reception, and many who heard theſe Sermons, 
have importunately defired they might be publiſhed, 
for the Benefit of others, I have peruſed them 
with ſome Attention, and ſuch ſpecial Satisfac- 
tion, that I heartily concur in the ſame Requeſt 

The Neglect of the Riſing Generation, which: 
fo generally prevails, ought, ſurely, to awaken 
our ſerious Concern for it; and ] perſuade my- 
ſelf, that the preſent Attempt will be welcome to 
all who are duly impreſſed with that Concern ; for 
fo far as am capable of jadging, it is cell adapted 
to anſwer its intended Purpoſes. The Method is 
natural and eaſy, the Language correct, the Rea- 


0 ſoning ſtrong, the Adareſs pathetic and condincing; 
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and the whole is ſo agreeably adjufted, that I can 
with 
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vit h Pleaſure recommend it as a valuable aud uſe- 
ful Performance. 8 5 | 
De Peculiarities of the Chriſttan Scheme 
are frequently and pertinently interſperſed, through 
the ſeveral Parts of this Wort; which will be 
acceptable to them, who have taſted that the 
LorD is gracious. I Took upon theſe as the 
brighteſt Ornaments of practical Diſcourſes ; ant 
when they are introduced in this View, it muſt 
evidently appear, that the Principles of our Holy 
Religion, are not merely refined Speculations 
for the Entertainment of curious and inquiſitive 
Minds, but Doctrines according to Godlineſs, 
and the great Support of Virtue and Goodneſs in 
the World. When Arguments are drawn from 
the glorious Diſpenſation of the Grace of Gop, 
zo perſuade us to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly; ſuch endearing Motives repreſent: Duty 
in its moſt amiable Light, and have a moſt direc? 
Tendency to engage our chearful Compliance, It 
deſerves our fericus Conſideration, whether this be 
not a proper Method to prevent the Growth of 
Infidelity ; if not to reclaim thoſe, a 
guments ægainſt the ſacred Scriptures are mit 
Banter aud Ridicule, and ho are gone ſo far os 
zo glory in their Contempt of. the Goſpel ; yet, 
at leaſt, to prevent the ſpreading of that dange- 
rous Infection. 

I has been july obſerved by an excellent Per- 


fon,* whoſe Practical Writings meet with that. , | | 


general Acceptance which they ſo juſtly deſerve, 
A 5. 6 That 


* Dr. Watts. 
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That when Men have heard the Sermons of 
their Miniſters, for many Years together, 
and find little of CHRISH in them, they have 
taken it inio their Heads, that they may go 
«« ſafe to Heaven without Chriſtianity.” And 
this I apprebend will ever be the Conſequence, 
if wwe ſo lay the whole Streſs of our Moral Obliga- 
tions, on the Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things, as to 
neglect that Saviour who gave himſelf for us, 
to redeem us from all Iniquity, and purity 
unto himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good 
Works. //hen Chriſtian Preachers ſeldom men- 

tion Redemption and Salvation by the Son of 
'' Gov, wnleſs it be to expoſe an abſurd Senſe, 
' hich ſome have put upon theſe Detirines ;, and 
'' thereby more arifully flur them, than by a direct 
' and open Altack; they cannot expect their Hearers 
| fhould have any great Regard for them. Their 
People will be inſenſibly led into this Concluſion, 
hal they have little Concernment with any Thing 
in the New Teſtament but the Morality of it, 
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and that the other Parts of the Goſpel may be 
neglected, without Hazard to their Souls. And 
when they have advanced thus far, the next Step 
will be, to ſet the Inſpired Writings on @ Level 
with Heathen Authors, whoſe mora! Sculiments 
are admired, though there are many poetical Fic- 
', tions, and fabulous Stories, intermixed with them. 
| The Apoſtles too a different Method, and 
cconſtaniiy ſupported their Inſtructions, by Conſide- 
' rations peculiar 19 the Goſpel of CHRIST /. And 
| ' if our Schemes in Religion will not permit us to 
follow their Example, and we feel a ſecret Un. 
1 willingneſs 
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willingneſs to form ourſelves on their Model, leſt 
our Diſcourſes ſhould not be polite and ratinnal, we". 
have Reaſon to fear, we are declining from that 
Faith which they once delivered to the Saints. 
But if wwe copy after theſe wiſe Maſter-Builders, 
we may hope the Hand of the Lorp will be 
with us; and that we ſhall. ſee ſomething of that 
Divine Succeſs attending our Labours, which ſo 
remarkably accompanied theirs, when many be- 
lieved and turned unto the LoR D. And they,. 
who have experienced the powerſul Influences of 
the Goſpel, in forming their Hearts and Lives 
for Gop, will be no more Children, toſſed | 
to and fro, and carried about with every Wind 
of Doctrine, by the Slight and Craftineſs 
of Men, nor ea/ily prevailed upon to part with 
it. And I am confirmed in this Opinion, by 
obſerving that Deiſm makes little Progreſs in thoſe 
Auditeries, where the diſtinguiſhing Doctrines 
- of Chriſtianity are frequently and judicioufly con- 
ſidered, | 
For this Reaſon, I would humbly propoſe the 
following Compoſures to the Imitation of younger 
Miniſters. Aud I cannot but indulge a reaſona- 
ble Expectation, that thoſe who are forming for 
the Service of the Sanctuary under the Inſtruc- 
tions of the learned and worthy , Author, hav- 
ing fo good a Pattern daily before them, will ap- 
pear in our Aſſemblies with a fixed Reſolution to + 
exalt a Redeemer in all their Miniſtraticms; 
that they will ftand as Pillars in the Temple of. 
our Gop, and be the Ornaments and Supports # 
A 6 of MW 
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. of the Chriſtian Cauſe, when their Fathers 
Hall ſleep in the Duſt. 
As the Subject of theſe Sermons is no Matter 
of Contrgß, but plain and important Duty, 
ane wouldHope, they will not fall under the ſe- 
i dere Cenfure of any. At lea, I am fully per- 
' fuaded, that humble and ſerious Chriſtians, whoſe 
chief Concern is to know, and do their Duty, 
ill find agreeable Entertainment, and much pro- 
'' fable Iuſtruction, in io 1 of them. 


D. Sons. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HOPE the Reader will pardon me, 

that I trouble him with the Mention of 
two Things, which, for ſome obvious Reaſons, 
I thought it not proper to omit. 

THE one is, that as my very worthy 
and condeſcending Friend, Dr. Watis, had 
promiſed the World an Eſſay on Education, I 
would not have publiſhed theſe Papers, with-- 
out his full Approbation of the Deſign, as 
no Way injurious to his; and I have omitted 
ſome Particulars I might have mentioned, that 
I might interfere with him as little as poſſible. 

TE other is, that when I came to look 
over Dr. Tills!ſon's Sermons, and ſome other 
Treatiſes on this Subject, I found many of 
the Thoughts I had before inſerted in my 
Plan. They ſeemed ſo obvious to every 
conſiderate Perſon, that I did not think 
myſelf obliged to mention them as Qota— 
tions, What I have expreſsly taken from 
others, I have cited as theirs in the Margin; 
and if I have been obliged to any for 
other Thoughts or Expreſſions, which is 
very poſſible, though I do not particularly 
remember it, I hope this general Acknow- 


ledgment may ſuffice, 
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Train up a Child in the Way he ſhould go; and * | ] 
when he is old, he will not depart from it. 
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eis a moſt amiable and inftruRive Part 
Jof the Character which 7/aiab draws 
8 of the great Shepherd of the Church, 
that he ſhould gather the Lambs with his 
f I Arm, and carry them in his Boſom (a) : - 
OY ASA A Repreſentation abundantly anſwered 
by the tender Care which our Redeemer expreſſed for 
the aweakeſt of his Diſciples; and beautifully illuſtrated 
by the endearing Condeſcenſion, with which he em- 
braced and bleed little Infants. Nor is it foreign 
to the preſent Purpoſe to obſerve, that when he re- 
commends to Peter the Care of his Flock, as the 
moſt important and acceptable Evidence of his ſincere 
Affection to his, Perſon, he varies the Phraſe ; in one 
Place "ſaying, Feed my Sheep, and in the other, Feed 
my Lambs (b). Perhaps it might be in part intended 
to intimate, that the Care of a Gofpel-Minifter, who 
would in the moſt agrecable Manner approve his Love 
| 10 
(%) Ifai, x}, 11. (5) John xxi, 15, 16. | 


tber before Gop and Man; nas; 


16 On the Education of Children. Ser. I. 
to his Maſter, ſhould extend itſelf to the ri/ing Ge- 
neration, as well as to thoſe of a maturer Age, and 
more conſiderable Standing in the Church. It is in 
Obedience to his Authority, and from a Regard to 
his Intereſt, that I am now entering on the Work of 
Catechifing, which I ſhall introduce with ſome Prac- 
tical Diſcourſes on the Education of Children, the Sub- 
Jet which is now before us. 

IrERSsVA PDE myſelf, that you, my Friends, will 
not be diſpleaſed to hear, that I intend to handle it 
at large, and to make it the Employment of more 
than a ſingle Sabbath. A little Reflection may cdn- 
vince you, that I could hardly offer any Thing to 

our Conſideration of greater Importance; and that, 
12 ſpeaking, there is nothing in which the Com- 


fort of Families, the Proſperity of Nations, the Salva- 


tion of Souls, the Intereſt of a Redeemer, and the 


Glory of GOD, is more apparently and intimately 


concerned. 

I very readily allow, that »o Human Endiawours, 
either of Mixiſters or Parents, can ever be efe&ual to 
bring one Soul to the ſaving Knowledge of Gop in 
CnrIsT, without the co-operating and transforming, 
Influences of the Bleed Spirit: Yet you well know, 
and I hope you feriouſly conſider, that this does not 
in the leaſt weaken our Obligation to the moſt dili- 
gent Uſe of proper Means. The great Gop hath fated 
Rules of Operation in the World of Grace, as well as 
of Nature; and though he is not limited to them, it 
is arrogant, and may be deſtructive, to expect that he 
ſnould deviate from them in Favour of us or ours. 

Wr live not by Bread alone, but by every Word that 
proceedeth out of the Mouth of GOD(c); and were 
he determined to continue your Lives, or the Lives of 
your Children, he could no doubt feed or ſupport you 
by Miracle: Yet you think yourſelves obliged to a pru- 
dent Care for your daily Bread, and juitly conchude, 
that were you to neglect to adminiſter it to your Infant- 
Ofipring, you would be charge ble with their Mur- 
you think. of 
rred them to 
a mira» 
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Ser. I. On the Education of Children. 17 


a miraculous Divine Care, whilſt you left them deſti- 
tute of any Human Supplies. Such a Plea would only 
add Impiety to Cruelty, and greatly aggravate the Crime 
it attempted to palliate. As abſurd would it be for us, 
to flatter ourſelves with a Hope that our Children ſhould 
be taught of GOD, and regenerated and ſan#ified by 
the Influences of 5s Grace, if we neglef that prudent 
and religious Care in their Education, which it is my 
Buſineſs this Day to deſcribe and recommend, and which 
Solomon arges in the Words of my Text: Train up @ 
Child in the Way in which he ſhould go; and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it. 

I nzzp not offer you many critical Remarks on ſo 
om and intelligible a Paſſige. You will eafily ob- 
erve, that it conſiſts of an important Advice, addreſſed 
to the Parents and Governors of Children, Train up 
a Child in the Way he ſhould go; and alſo of a aveighty 
Reaſon by which it is inforced, and when he is old, 
he will not depart from it. 

Tus general Senſe is undoubtedly retained in our 
Tran/lation, as it commonly is; but here, as in many 
other Places; ſomething of the original Energv and 
Beauty is loſt, 

Trae Hebrew Word *, which we render Train up, 
does ſometimes ſignify, in the general, to initiate inta 
Jome Science or Diſcipline ; and, very frequently, to ap- 
ply any new Thing to the Uſe for which it vas in- 
tended, It is eſpecially uſed of ſacred Things, which 
were ſolemnly dedicated, or ſet apart to the Service of 
Gop |: And perhaps it may here be intended to inti- 

mate, 


JN imbuere, prima rudimenta dare, erudire, docere, dedicare. 
Pagn. initiare. Cocce. The LXX. render it, with an Exactneſs Which 
our Language will not admit, by EyzaiviZzy. It is uſed alſo of 
thoſe Attendants of Abraham, who in the Text are called hrs Trained, 
and in our Margin, hrs Inftrufted Servants; Gen. xiv. 14. 1. e. pro- 
bably, formed to Military Diſcipline, though Religious Inſtruction is 
not to be excluded. Gen. xviii. 19.--- PAIN, a Word derived from. 
the ſame Root, in the Rabbinical Writings ſignifies a Catechiſm ; and 
therefore the Margin of our Text reads Catechiſe a Child, Sc. 

+ Thus it is applied to any new built We Deut, xx. 5, to that 
F David, Pſal. xxx. tit, and to the Wall of Feruſalem, Neb. xii. 27. 

t Thus it is applicd to the Dedication of the Altar, Numb. vii. 10, 
11, 84, 88. 2 Chron, vii, 9. and to that of the Temple, 1 Kings viii. 
63. 2 Chron, vii. 5, 5 


— 


18 On the Education of Children. Ser. I. 


mate, that a due Care is to be taken in the Education 
of Children, from a Principle of Religion, as well as 
of Prudence and Humanity; and that our Inſtructions 
ſhould lead them to the Knowledge of Gop, and be 
adapted to form them for his Service, as well as to en- 
8390 them to perſonal and ſocial Virtue. | 
Ir. is added, that a Child ſhould be trained up in 
the Way in which he ſhould go“; which ſeems to be 
more exactly rendered by others, at the Entrance or 
from the Beginning of his Way, to expreſs the early 
| Care which ought to be taken to prevent the Preva- 
. lency of irregular Habits, by endeavouring from the 


firſt Dawning of Reaſon to direct it aright, and to in- 
fuſe into the tender unpractiſed Mind, the important 
Maxims of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
| To encourage us to this Care, the Wiſe Man aſſures 
F us, that we may reaſonably expe& the moſt happy 
bl Conſequence from it: That if the young Traveller be 
11 thus directed to /et out well in the Journey of Life, 
14 there is a fair Proſpect that he will go ox to its moſt 
4 diſtant Stages, with increaſing Honour and Happineſs, 
Train up a Child in the Way he froutd go; and auben 
0 de is old, he will not depart from it. x 
| I sHALL endeavour to illuſtrate and inforee this im- 
il portant Advice in the following Method, which appears, 
| to me the moſt natural, or that Reaſan the moſt 
eligible. | - 
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I. ISAHALT more particularly mark out the Wa 
in which Children are to be trained up. | 

II. Or FER ſome plain and ſerious Confiderations to 
awaken you to his pious and neceſſary Care. 

III. Drage to the Manner in which the Attempt 
is to. be made, and the Precautions which are to be 
uſed in order to render it effectual. And then, 
IV. IWIII conclude the whole with a more par- 
ticular Application, ſuited to your different Characters, 
Relations, and Circumſtances of Life. 
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9D Hy, which the French Verſion renders a J Entree de 
fon Train : Yet I am ſenſible, D when uſed with hy is ſometimes 
an Expletive, as Gen. xliii. 7. Numb. xxvi. 56. and the learned 


i Glaſſius, as well as our Tranſlators, thought, the Text another Inſtance 
ll j of it, GC. Phil, Sac, pag. 482. | 
1 10 


8 
4 
c 


Ser. I. On the Education of Children.” 19 


I am very ſenſible, that it is a very delicate as well 
as important Subject, which is now before me; I have 
therefore thought myſelf obliged more attentively to 
weigh what has occurred to my own Meditations, more 
diligently to conſult the Sextiments of others, and above 
all, more earneſtly to ſeek thoſe Divine Influences, with- 
out which, I know, I am unequal to the eaſieſt Taſk ; 
but in Dependance on which, I chearfully attempt one 
of the moſt difficult. The Reſult of the whole I humbly 
offer to your candid Examination; not pretending at 4 
Time to dictate in an authoritative Manner, and leaſt of 
all on ſuch an Occaſion as this; but rather ſpeaking as 
to viſe Men, who are themſelves to judge what 1 jay (d). 
May the Divine Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing attend us in all! 


FirsT, I am to deſcribe the Way in which Chile 
dren are to be trained up. 


Our Tran/lation, as I have told you, though not. 
very literal, is agreeable to the Senſe of the Original, 
The May in which the Child ſhould go. And undoubt- 
edly this is no other than the good old Way (e), the 
Way of ſerious practical Religion: The Way which Gop 
has in his Word marked out for us; te Way which 
all the Children of Gop have trodden in every ſucceed- 
ing Age; the Way, the only Way, in which we and 
ours can find Reſt to our Souls. 

BuT it is not proper to leave the Matter thus ge- 
nerally explained. I would therefore more particularly 
obſerve, —that it is tbe Way of Piety towards Gon, 
and of Faith in our Lord Jzsus CHRIST ;—the Way 
of Obedience to Parents, —and of Benewolence to all; — 
the Way of Diligence, —and of Integrity ;—the Way of 
Humility, —and of Se Denial. I am perſuaded, that 
each of theſe Particulars will deſerve your ſerious At- 
tention and Regard. | 


1. CHILDREN ſhould undoubtedly be trained up in. 
the Way of Pieh and Devotion towards Go p. 


| Tunis, 
(4) 1 Cor. x. 15. (e) Ter, vi. 16, 


— 
— 
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Tuts, as you well know, is the Sum, and the Foun- 
dation of every Thing truly good. The Fear of the 
LORD is the Beginning of Wiſdom (f). The P/almiſft 
therefore invites Children to him, with the Promiſe of 
inſtructing them in it; Come, ye Children, hearken unto 
me, and I will teach you the Fear of the LORD (g). 
And it is certain, ſome right Notions of the Supream 
Being muſt be implanted in the Minds of Children, be- 
fore there can be a reaſonable Foundation for teaching 
them the Doctrines which peculiarly relate to CHRIST 
under the Character of the Mediator; for he that comes 
unto GOD (by him) muft believe that he is, and that he ts 
the Rexwarder of them that diligently ſeek him (h). 

Tux Proof of the Being of Gop, and ſome of thoſe 
Attributes of the Divine Nature in which we are moſt 
concerned, depends on ſuch eafy Principles, that I can- 
not. but think, the weakeſ: Mind might enter into it. 
A Child will eaſily apprehend, that as every Houſe is 
builded by ſome Man, and there can be no Work with- 
out an Author; ſo he that built all things is GOD (i). 
And from this obvious Idea of Gop, as the Maker of 
all, we may naturally repreſent him as very great 
and very good, that they may be taught at once to re- 
werence and love him. 

IT is of great Importance, that Children early im- 
bibe an Awe of GOD, and an humble Veneration for 
his Perfections and Glories. He ought therefore to be 
repreſented to them as the great Lord oF ALL; and 
when we take occaſion to mention to them other [rw7- 
fible Agents, whether Angels or Devils, we ſhould, as 
Dr. Watts has moſt udiciouſly obſerved “, always re- 

reſent them as entirely under the Government and 
| vor of God, that no Sentiments of Admiration of 
Good Spirits, or Terror of the Bad, may diſtract their ten- 


der Minds, or infringe on thoſe Regards which are the in- 


communicable Prerogative of the GREAT SUPREAM. 
THERE ſhould be a peculiar Caution, that when we 
teach theſe Infant- Tongues to pronounce that great and 
terrible 
(CF) Pfal. cxi, to, (g) Pſal. xxxiv. 11, () Heb, xi, & 
(#) Heb. 1ii. 6, 
* Diſcourſe on Catechiſm, pag. 109, 110, 
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terrible Name, TE Lox Our Gov, they may not 
learn to take it in vain ; but may uſe it with a becom- 
ing So/emnity, as remembring that we and they are but 
Duft and Aſhes before him (&). When J hear the le 
Creatures ſpeaking of ©* the great Go p, the bleſſed Go p, 
« the glorious Gop,” as I ſometimes do, it gives me 
a ſenſible Pleaſure, and J conſider it as a probable Proof 
of great Wiſdom and Piety, in thole who have the 
Charge of their Education. 

YET great Care ſhould be taken not to confine our 
Diſcourſes to theſe awful Views, leſt the Dread of GOD 
ſhould ſo fall upon them, as that his Excellencies ſhould 
make them afraid to approach him (4). We ſhould 
deſcribe him, as not only the greateſt, but the beſt of 
Beings. We ſhould teach them to know him by the 
moſt encouraging Name of te LORD, the LORD 
GOD, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abun- 
dant in Goodneſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for Thouſands, 
and forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſian, and Sin (m). We 
ſhould repreſent him as the ꝝniverſal, kind, indulgent 
Parent, who loves his Creatures, and by 'all proper 
Methods provides for their Happineſs. And we ſhould 
particularly repreſent his Goodne/s to THEM; with what 
more than parental Tenderneſs he watched round their 
Cradles; with what Compaſſion he heard their feeble 
Cries, before their Infant-'Thoughts could form them- 
ſelves into Prayer: We ſhould tell them, that they live 
every Moment on God; and that all our ection for 
them, is no more than He puts into our Hearts; and all 
our Power to help them, no more than He lodges in 
our Hands. 1 

Wr ſhould alſo ſolemnly remind them, that in a very 
little while heir Spirits are to return to this GOD (n); 
that as He is now always with them, and knows every 
Thing they do, or ſpeak, or think, ſo he vill bring 
every Work into Fudgment (0), and make them for ever 
happy or miſerable, as they on the whole are found obe- 
dient or rebellious. And here the moſt lively and pa- 
theticis Deſcriptions, which the Scripture gives us, of 

Heaven 
Gen. xviü. 27. (1) Job xiii. 21. (m) Exod, xxxiv, 6 
(al Led. Xil, 7, (3) Ver Jo F * | s 1 
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Heawen and of Hell ſhould be laid before them, and 
urged on their Conſideration. 

WHEn ſuch a Foundation is laid, in the Belief of 
the Being and Providence of Go p, and of a future State 
both of Rewards and Puniſhments, Children ſhould be 
inſtructed in the Duty they owe to Gop, and ſhould be 
particularly taught to pray to him and to praiſe him. Tt 
would be 5% of all, if from a deep Senſe of his Per- 
fections, and their own Neceſſities, they could be en- 


gaged to breathe out their Souls before him in Words of 


their 'own, were they ever ſo weak and broken. Vet 
you will readily allow, that till this can be expected, 
it may be very proper to teach them ſome Forms of 
Prayer and Thankſgiving, conſiſting of ſuch plain Scrip- 
tures, or other familiar Expreſſions, as may beſt ſuit 
their Circumſtances and Underſtandings. If he LORD, 
Prayer be taught them, as a Form, T hope you will 
conſider, how comprehenſive the Expreſſions are; how. 
faſt the Ideas rife and vary; and conſequently how e- 
ceſſary it is, that it be frequently, and largely explained 
to them; leſt the Repetition of it degenerate into a meer 
Ceremony, as I fear it does amongſt many, who are per- 
haps moſt zealous for its Uſe. _ | 
Bur what I have ſaid, on this Head, of Piety and 
Devotion, muſt be conſidered in an inſeparable Connec- 


tion with what I am to add under the next. 


2. CyiLDREN muſt be trained up in the Way of 
Faith in the Lo RD IESUS CHRIST. 


You know, my Friends, and I hope many of you 
know it to the daily Joy of your Souls, that Cyr1sT 
is the Way, the Truth, and the Life (p); and that it is 
by him we have Bo/dneſs and Acceſs with Confidence (d) 


to a GOD, who might otherwiſe appear as a Conſuming 


Fire (r). It is therefore of great Importance to lead 


Children betimes into the Knowledge of CurisT, which 


is, no doubt, a conſiderable Part of that Nurture and Ad- 
monition of the LORD (s), which the Apoſtle recommends, 
h and 


(p) John xiv, 6, (r) Heb, xii, 29. 


(4) Eph, lil; 12. 
(5) Eph, VI. 4+ « 
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and was perhaps what he principally intended by thoſe 
Words. | 


We ſhould therefore teach them betimes, that the 
firſt Parents of the Human Race moſt ungratefully re- 


belled againſt Gop, and ſubjected themſelves and all 
their Offspring to his Wrath and Curſe, The awful 
Conſequences of this ſhonld be opened at large, and we 
ſhould labour to convince them, that they have made 
themſelves liable to the Divine Diſpleaſure (that dreadful 
Thing !) by their own perſonal Guilt ; and thus by the 
Knowledge of the Law ſhould we make Way for the 
Goſpel, the joyful News of Deliverance by CHRIST. 


Ix unfolding this, great Care ought to be taken that 


we do not fill their Minds with an Averſion to one 
Sacred Perſon, while we endeavour to attract their Re- 
gards to another. The FaTHER is not to be repre- 

nted as ſevere, and almoſt inexorable; hardly prevailed 
upon by the Interceſſion of his compaſſionate Sow to en- 
tertain 'Thoughts of Mercy and Forgiveneſs. Far from 
that, we ſhould ſpeak of him as the overflowing Foun- 
tain of Goodneſs, whoſe Eye pitied us in our helpleſs 
Diſtreſs, whoſe Almighty,Arm was ſtretched out for our 
Reſcue, whoſe eternal Counſels of Wiſdom and Love 
formed that important Scheme to which we owe all our 
Hopes. I have often had occafion to ſhew you at large, 
that hi is the Scripture- Doctrine; our Children ſhould 
be early taught it, and taught what that Scheme was, 
ſo far as their Underſtandings can receive it, and ours 
can explain it. We ſhould often repeat it to them, that 
God is /o holy, and yet / gracious, that rather than 
he would on the one hand deſrey Man, or on the 
other /eave Sin unpuniſped, he made his oawn Son a Sa- 
crifice for it, appointing him to be humbled, that we 
might be exalted, fo die, that we might live. 

We ſhould alſo repreſent to them, (with holy Won- 
der and Joy,) how readily the Lox D Jesus ChRISU. 
conſented to procure our Deliverance in fo expenſive a 
Way. How chearfully he ſaid, Lo, I come; I delight 


to do thy Mill, O my GOD(t)! To enhance the 


Value of this amazing Love, we ſhou!d endeavour, ac- 

cording to our weak Capacities, to teach them wha 

| thig 
(t) Pſal, xl. 7, 8. g : 


— — — — 
" — 5 Py 


- — — — 


— N 
— 


— 
— —— — 
»- 


1 4 _ ” n — 
— _ ” — 2 — 
* * * by 2 — _ — — — be — - þ 
1 - * — _ . - — 4 — — — — = * — © 
a G = —— £2” — 2 X 
_ — — nn _ — — — 5 _ 
— I — — — — — 2 . 
. — 


= = w — — 


— 
— 
— 


. * o * = — - 
EY S ” * - 
OY - — 4 
” _ _— F 3 
2 "XL — —— —— — Fr „ — — 9323 Bee 
0 — . * = 


E6ꝙ6ĩl — 
„ * I 
—— — —2 


— * 
— —— 


— 


- 
- 

— 
— — 


= ” — 
. w 


—— > : 
* 


- 3 
: : . — " 
— cs ale dl 


„ — m 
* : 0 nnn - 
. —— „ 
—_ — — 
1 
o 


* — — —— — . - 
5 — — 


— 


24 On the Education of Children, Ser. I. 


this compaſſionate Redeemer is; to repreſent ſomething 
of his Glories as the eternal Son of Gop, and the great 
Lonxp of Angels and Men. We ſhould inſtruct them 
in his amazing Conde/cenfion in laying aſide theſe Glories, 
that he might become a little weak helpleſs Ch:/, and 
afterwards an aflided ſorrowful Man. We ſhould lead 
them into the Knowledge of thoſe Circumſtances of the 
Hiſtory of I Ess, which may have the greateſt Ten- 
dency to ſtrike their Minds, and to impreſs them with 
an early Senſe of Gratitude and Love to him. We 
ſhould tell them, how poor he made himſelf, that he 
might inrich us (u); how diligently he vent about do- 
ing good (w); how willingly he preached the Goſpel to 
the loweſt of the People. And we ſhould eſpecially tell 
them how ind he was to little Children, and how he 


chid his Diſciples when they would have hindered them 


from being braught to him : It is expreſsly ſaid, I Esus 
was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid, Suffer little Children ts 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the 
Kingdom of GOD (x). A tender Circumſtance! which 

rhaps was recorded, (in part at leaſt) for this very 
Reaſon, that Children in ſucceeding Ages might be im- 
preſſed and affected with it. 

THROUGH theſe Scenes of his Life we ſhould lead 
them on to h, Death: We ſhould ſhew how eaſily he 
could have delivered himſelf, (of which he gave ſo ſen- 
fible an Evidence in ftriking down by one Word thoſe 
auvho came to apprehend him (y);) and yet how patiently 
he ſubmitted to the molt cruel Injuries, to be ſcourged 
and /þit upon, to be crowned with Thorns, and to bear 
his Croſs. We ſhould ſhew them, how this Innocent, 
Holy, Divine Perſon was brought as. a Lamb to the 
Slaughter (2); and while they were piercing him avith 
Nails, inſtead of loading them with Curſes, he prayed 
for them, ſaying, Father, forgive them, for they knoxv 
not what they do (a). And when their little Hearts are 
awed and melted with ſo ſtrange a Story, we ſhould 
tell them, it was thus he groaned, and bled, and died 
for us, and often remind them of their oxwn Concern 
in what was then tranſacted. 
; WV 
. («) 2 Cor. viii. g. (w) Acts x. 38, (x) Mark x. 13, 14. 
John xviii, 9. (2) Ifai, lili, 7. (a) Luke xxiii, 34. Q 
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We ſhould lead on their Thoughts to the glorious 
Views of CurisT's Reſurrection and Aſcenſion ; and 
tell them with what adorable Goodneſs he fill remem- 
bers his People in the Midſt of his Exaitation ; pleading 
the Cauſe of ſinful Creatures, and employing his Inter ff 
in the Court of Heaven, to procure Liie and Glory 
for all that believe in him and love him. 

We ſhould then go on to inſtruct them in thoſe Par- 
ticulars of Obedience, by which the Sincerity of our Faith 
and our Lowe is to be approved; at the ſame time re- 
minding them of their own Weakneſs, and telling them 
how Go p helps us, by ſending his Holy SPIRIT to dwell 
in our Hearts, to furniſh us for every good Word and Wark. 
An important Leſſon, without attending to which our 
Inflru&ion will be vain, and their Hearing will likewiſe 
be vain! 
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3. CHILDREN ſhould be trained up in he Way of 
Obedience to their Parents, © 


TH1s is @ Command which Gop recommended from 
Mount Sinai, by annexing to it à peculiar Promiſe of 
long Life (b); a Bleſſing which young Per ſons greatly de- 
d fire. The Apaſtle therefore obſerves, that it is he firft 


Ee Commandment with Promiſe (c); 1. e. a Command emi- 
1- nently remarkable for the Manner in which the Pro- 
ſe miſe is adjoined. And it is certainly a wiſe Conſtitu- 
ly tion of Providence, that gives ſo much to Parental 
4 Authority, eſpecially while Children are in their younger 
27 Years, their Minds being then incapable of judging and 
t, acting for themſelves in Matters of Importance. Chi/- 
he dren ſhould therefore be early taught and convinced by 
th Scripture, that Gop has committed them into the Hands 
ed of their Parents; and conſequently, that Rewererce and 
20 Obedience to their Parents, is a Part of the Duty they 
Ire owe to Gop, and Diſebedience to them, is Rebellion- 
Ws! againſt him. And Parents ſhould by no means in4u/ze 
ed their Children in a direct and reſolute Oppoſition to their 
rn Will in Matters of greater or ſmaller Moment; remem- 


bering, that a Child left to him/elf brings his Parents 
VE to Shame (d), and himſelf e Ruin; and with regard 


14+ | B to 
(b) Exod, xx. 12. (c) Eph. vi. 2. (d) Prov, xxix, 15, 
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to Subjection, as well as Affection, 17 15 good for a Man 
4% bear the Yoke in his Touth (e). | 


4. CuitDrEN ſhould, be trained up in the Il ay of 
Benevol:-nce and Kindneſs to all. 


Tu great Apoſi/e tells us, that Lowe is the fulfilling 
of the Laau (f), and that all thoſe Branches of it, which 
relate to our Neighbour, are comprehended in that one 
Word, Love (g). This Love therefore we ſhould en- 
deavour to teach them; and we ſhail find, that in many 
Inſtances it will be a Law to 7t//f, and guide them 
right in many particular Actions, the Obligations to 
which may depend on Principles of Equity, which lye 
far beyond the Reach of their feeble Underſtandings. 
There is hardly an Inſtruction relating to our Duty more 


' happily adapted to the Capacity of Children, than 


that golden Law, (ſo important to all of the matureſt 


Age, Whatfoever ye would that others ſoruld do unto 


you, da ye fo unto them(h). This Rule we ſhould teach 
them, and by this ſhould examine their Actions. From 
their Cradles we ſhould often inculcate it upon them, 
that a great deal of Religion conſiſts in doing good; 
that the Wiſdom from above is full of Mercy and good 
Fruits (i); and that every Chriſtian Soul do good unto 
all as he has Opportunity (K). 

Tua ſuch Inſtructions may be welcome to them, 
we ſhould endeavour, by all prudent Methode, to Hen 
their Hearts to Sentiments of Humanity and Tenderneſs, 
and guard againſt every Thing that would have a con- 
trary Tendency. We ſhould remove from them, as much 
as poſſible, all Kind of cruel and bloody Spectacles, and 
ſhould carefully diſcourage any Thing #arbarous in 
their Treatment of brute Creatures ; by no means al- 
lowing them to ſport themſelves in the Death or Pain 
of domeſtick Animals, but rather teaching them to 
treat the poor Creatures kindly, and take Care of 
them; the contrary to which is a moſt deteſtable Sign 
of a ſavage and malignant Diſpoſition. The mercitul 
Man regardeth the Life of lis Deaf? (). 

We 

Lam. iii. 27. ) Rom. ii, ro. (g) Gal. v. 14. C) Mat, 
N 1 ) 1 "As Gal. vi. 10. (7) Prov. xu. 10. 
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We ſhould likewiſe take Care to teach them the 
Odiouſneſs and Folly of a ſelfſh Temper, and encourage 
them in a Willingneſs to impart to others, what 1s 
agreeable and entertaining to themſelves : Eſpecially 
we ſhould endeavour to form them to Sentiments of 
Compaſſion for the Poor. We- ſhould ſhew them where 
Gop has ſaid, Bleſſed is the Man that confidereth. the 
Poor, the LORD will remember him in the Day of 
Trouble (m). He that hath Pity upon the Poor, lendeth 
to the LORD, and that which he hath given, will 
he pay him again (n). And we ſhould ſhew them, by 
our own Practice, that we verily believe theſe Promiſes 
to be true, and important. It might not be improper 
ſometimes to make our Children the Meſſengers, by 
which we ſend ſome ſmall Supply to the Indigent and 
Diſtreſſed ; and if they diſcover a Diſpoſition to give 
ſomething out of the little Stock we allow them to call 
their own, we ſhould joyfully encourage it, and ſhould 
take Care that they never wee by their Charity, but 
that in a prudent Manner we abundantly repay it. It 
is hardly to be imagined, that Children thus brought 
p ſhould, in the Advance of Life, prove injurious and 
oppreſſive ; they will rather be the. Ornaments of Relji- 
gion, and Ble/ſings to the World, and probably will be 
in the Number of the /aft whom Providence will /fer 


fo ant. 


5. CHILDREN ſhould be trained wp in the Way of 
Diligence. 


Tris ſhould undoubtedly be our Care, if we have 
any Regard to the Welfare, either of their Bodjes,. 
or their Sou/s. In whatever Station of Life they ma 
at length be fixed, it is certain there is little Proſpect 
of their acquitting themſelves with Uſefulneſs, Honour 
and Advantage, without a cloſe and reſolute Application; 
whereas the wiſeſt of Princes and of Men has ſaid 
Seeft thou a Man diligent in his Buſineſs? he ſhall 
ſtand before Kings, he ſhall not ſtand before mean Men (0). 
And it is evicent, that a diligent Proſecution of Buſineſs 
keeps one out of the Way of a thouſand 7:mmprations, 

%% : 
(ov) Prov, xx. 17, (0) Prov. Mil. 2g. 


(m) Pfal, Xi. 1. 
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which Ialeneſi ſeems to invite, leading a Man into num 
berleſs Inſtances of Vice and Folly, becauſe he has 
got hing elſe to do“. 

A PRUDENT and religious Parent will therefore be 
concerned, that his Children may not early contract 
ſo pernicious a Habit, nor enter upon Life, like Perſons 
that have 20 Buſine/5 in it, but to croud the Stage, and 
Rand in the Way of thoſe who are better employed. 
Inſtead of ſuffering them to /aunter about from Place 
to Place, (as abundance of young People do, to no ima- 
ginable Purpoſe of Uſefulneſs, or even of Entertain- 
ment) he will quickly aſſign them me Employment for 
their Time: An Employment ſo moderated, and fo di- 
verſified, as not to overwhelm and fatigue their tender 
Spirits ?; yet ſufficient to keep them wakeful and active. 
Nor is this ſo difficult as ſome may imagine; for 
Children are a buſy Kind of Creatures, naturally fond 
of learning new Things, and trying and ſhewing what 
they can do. So that, I am perſuaded, were perfect 
Inactivity to be impoſed upon them as a Penance, but 
for one Hour, they would be heartily weary of it, 
and would be glad to ſeek their Refuge from it, in 
almoſt any Bufineſs you would think fit to employ 
them about, 

Tuus ſhould they be diſciplined in their Irfant-Years, 
ſhould early be taught the Value of Time, and early 
accuſtomed to improve it, till they grow fit for /ome 
Calling in Life; m which they ſhould at length be 
placed with this important Maxim deeply ingraven 
upon their Minds, ** That i] Employ in whatever 
1% Service they are fixed, is a Thing by no Means to 
«© be dreaded, but, on the contrary, greatly to be de- 
ned.“ 

1 sHALL conclude this Head with the Mention of 
a very remarkable Law amongſt the Athenians, which 
ordained, ** That thoſe, who had been brought up to 
«« zo Employ by their Parents, ſhould not be obliged 


66 to 
* Thus it is faid of Ægiſtbus, 
9 Ne nil ageretur, amavit. Ovid. 
+ Nec ſum adeo AEtatum imprudens, ut inſtandum teneris protinus 
acerbe futem, exirendamgrue plenam Operam . Luſus bic ſit, 


Se Quintil, Orat, L, i. Cap. 1, 


0 — 
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„ to keep them, if they came to want in their old 
© Age; which all other (legitimate) Chi/dren were“. 


6. Cnit.vREN ſhould be trained up in the Way of 
Integrity. | 


—— u oo — - — 
— 


Simplicity and godly Sincerity (p) is not only a very 
amiable, but an eſſential Part of the Chriſtian Character; 
and we are every one of us indiſpen ſably obliged to ap- 
prove ourſelves 1/raelites indecd, in whom there is 19 
allowed Guile (q). And this is a Circumſtance that will 
peculiarly require our Regard, in the Education of our 
Children, and of all young Perſons under our Care. 

IT is very melancholy to obſerve, how ſoon the 
Artifices and Deceits of corrapt Nature begin to diſ- 
cover themſelves. In this Reſpe& we are Tranſgrcſſors 
from the Womb, and go aſtray almoſt as ſoon as we 
are born, ſpeaking Lies (r). Great Care therefore ſhould 
be taken to form the Minds of Ch:/aren to a Lowe 
for Truth and Candour, and a Senſe of the Meauneſs, 
as well as the Guilt, of a Lye. We ſhould be cau- 
tious, that we do not expoſe them to any Temptations 
of this Kind, either by unreaſonable Sewerities, on 
Account of little Faults, or by haſty Surprizes when 
enquiring into any Matter of Fact, which it may ſeem 
their Intereſt to diſguiſe by a Falſhood: And when 
we find them guilty of a &#n94wn and deliberate Lye, we 
ſhould expreſs our Horror of it, not only by a preſent 
Reproof or Correction, but by ſuch a Conduct towards 
them for ſome time afterwards, as may plainly ſhew 
them how greatly we are amazed, grieved, and diſ- 
pleaſed. When ſo ſolemn a Buſineſs is made of the 
firft Faults of this Kind, it may be a Means of pre- 
venting many more. | 0 

I WII I farther add, that we ought not only thus | 
ſeverely to animadvert upon a direct Lye, but likewiſe, k || 
in a proper Degree, to diſcourage all Kinds of Egui- | 
vacations and double Meanings, and thoſe /:ttle Tricks 
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, and Artifices, by which they may endeavour to im- 9 
poſe on each other, or on thoſe that are older than x 
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k * Petter*s Greek Antiq. VI. i. pag. 142. 
, (p)_2 Cor. i. 12, (20 John 1. 47. (r) Plal. Ivili. 3. 
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themſelves. We ſhould often inculcate upon them that 
excellent Scripture, He that walketh uprightly, <valketh 
ſurely ; but he that perverteth his Way, (that twiſts and 
diſtorts it with the Perplexities of Artifice and Deceit) 
Hall at length be Anowwn (s). Be ſhewing them every 
Day, how eaſy, how pleaſant, how honourable, and 
how advantageous it is to maintain à fair, oper, honeſt 
Temper ; and on the other hand, what Folly there is 
in Cunning and Difhoneſly in all its Forms; and how 
certain it is, that by ſtudying and practiſing it, they 
take the readieſt Way to make themſelves anxious 
and uſeleſs, infamous and odious. Above all, ſhould 
we remind them, that the righteous LORD loveth 
Righteouſneſs, and his favourable Countenance beholds 
the Upright (t); but lying Lips are ſuch an Abomination 
to him (u), that he expreſsly declares, all Liars ſhall 
bade their Part in the Lake aubich burneth with Fire 
and Brimſtone (W). 


7. CuILDREN ſhould be trained up in the Way of 
Humility. | 


Tuts is a Grace, which ur LO RD particularly in- 
vites us to learn of him (x), and moſt frequently re- 
commends to us; well knowing, that without it, % 
humbling a Scheme as he came to introduce, would 
never meet with a welcome Reception. And with re- 
gard to the preſent Life, it is a moſt lo e Orna- 
ment, which engages univerſal Eſteem and Affection; ſo 
#hat before Houour is Humility (y): On the whole we 
find, He that exalteth himſelf is abaſed, and he that 
humbleth himſelf is exalted (z) both by Gop and Man. 
A REGarDd therefore to the Eaſe, Honour, and 
Happineſs of our Children, ſhould engage us to an 
early Endeayqur of checking that Pride, which was 
the firft Sin, and the Ruin of our Natures ; and diffuſes 
itſelf ſo wide, and finks ſo deep, into all that draw 
their Original from degenerate Adam. We ſhould teach 

them 

(s) Prov, x. 9. WPYN (3 WPY) buc illuc ſe flexit. Pagn, 
te) Plal. xi. 7. () Prov. xii. 22. (zo) Rev. xxi, 8. (x) Mat. 
Fl, 29. O) Prov, xv, 33. (%) Mat, xxiil, 12, 
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them to expreſs Humility and Modeſty in their Converſe 
with all. | 1 

Tux ſhould be taught to treat heir Snperiors with 
peculiar Reet, and ſhould at proper Seaſons be ac- 
cuſtomed to Silence and Reſerve before them. Hence 
they will learn in ſome Degree the Government of the 
Tongue; a Branch of Wiſdom, which, in the Advance 
of Life, will be of great Importance to the Quiet of | 
others, and to their own Comfort and Reputation. | 

Nox ſhould they be allowed to aſſume Airs of In- 
folence towards their Equals ; but rather be taught to 
ield, to oblige, and to give up their Right for the Sake | 
of Peace. 'To this Purpoſe 1 cannot but think it de- | 

f 


ſirable, that they ſhould be generally accuſtomed to 
treat each other with thoſe Forms of Ciwility and 
Complaiſance, which are uſual among «vell-bred Peo- 
ple in their Rank of Life. I know theſe Things are 
meer Trifl-s in themſelves, yet they are the Out guards 
of Humanity. and Friendſhip, and effectually prevent 
many a rude Attack, which, taking its Riſe, from ſome 
little Circumſtance, may nevertheleſs be attended with 
fatal Conſequences. I thought it proper mention this 
here, becauſe, (as Scougal very juitly and elegantly ex- 
preſſes it ®,) „ Theſe Modes are the Shadows of Hum:- 
« lity, and ſeem intended to ſhew our Regard for 
* others, and the low Thoughts we have of our- 
e fees.“ 

I sHALL only add farther, that it is great Impru- 
dence and Unkindroſs to Children, to indulge them 
in a haughty and imperious Behaviour towards thoſe 
who are molt their [nferiors, They ſhould be made to 
underſtand, that the Serwants of the Family are not 
their Servants, nor to be under their Government and 
Controul. I the rather inſiſt upon this, becauſe I have 
generally obſcryed, that where young People have been 
permitted to Hraunixe over Perſons in the loweſt Cir- |, 
cumſtances of Life, the Humour has ſhamefully grown 
upon them, till it has diffuſed Inſolence and Arrogance 
through their Behaviour to all about them. IN 


B 4 Laftly, || 
* Scougal's Life of Gop, pag. 45. li 
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Laſtly, CnILDREN ſhould be trained up in the Way 
of Se Denial. 


As without ſomething of this Temper we can never 
oll CHRIST, or expect to be owned by him as his 
Diſciples; ſo neither indeed can we paſs comfortably 
through the World. For, whatever unexperienced Youth 
may dream, a great many diſtaſteful and mortifying 
Circumſtances will occur in Life, which will unhinge 
our Minds almoſt every Hour, if we cannot manage, 
and in many Inſtances deny our Appetites, our Paſſions, 


and our Humours. We ſhould therefore endeavour to 


teach our Chi/dren this important Leſſon betimes ; and 
if we ſucceed in our Care, we ſhall leave them abun- 
dantly Richer and Happier, in this Rule and Pojzſion 
of their own Spirits, than the moſt plentiful Eſtates, 
or the moſt unlimited Power over others, could make 

them. | 
Wu a rational Creature becomes the Slave of Ap- 
petite, he ſinks beneath the Dignity of the Human 
Nature, as well as the Sanctity of the Chriſtian Profe/- 
fon. It is therefore obſervable, that when the Apoſtle 
mentions the three grand Branches of Practical Religion, 
he puts Sobriety in the Front; perhaps to intimate, that 
where that is neglected, the other cannot be ſuitably re- 
girded. *©* The Grace of GoD, (i. e. the Goſpel, ) 
«© teaches us, to live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly (a).“ 
Children therefore, as well as young Mer, ſhould be 
exhorted to be fober-minded(b): And they ſhould be 
taught it, by early Se Denial. It is certain, that 
if their own Appetite and Taſie were to determine the 
Kind and Quantity of their Food, many of them would 
uickly deſiroy their Conſtitution, and perhaps their 
Fon! ſince they have often the greate/t Defire for thoſe 
Things, which are the 5 And it ſeems 
juſtly obſerved by a very Wiſe Man, {who was him- 
ſelf a melancholy Inſtance of it,) “ That the Fond- 
« neſs of Mothers for their Children, in letting them 
* eat and drink what they will, lays a Foundation for 
„ moſt of thoſe Calamities in Human Life, which 
pro- 


(4) Tit. ii, 13, 12. (6) Tit. ii, 6, 
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&« proceed from bodily Indiſpoſition *.” Nay, I will add, 
that it is the Part of Viſdom and Love, not only to 
deny what would be «rwholeſome, but to guard againſt 
indulging them in too great a Nicety, either of Food' 
or Dreſs, People of Senſe cannot but ſee, if they 
would pleaſe to conſider it, that to know how to fare 
lainly, and ſometimes a little hardly, carries a Man 
with Eaſe and Pleaſure through many Circumſtances of 
Life, which to Luxury and Delicacy would be almoſt 
intolerable. 

Tu Government of the Paſſions is another Branch: 
of Se/f-Denial, to which Children ſhould early be ha- 
bituated; and ſo much the rather, becauſe, in an Age 
when Reaſon is ſo weak, the Paſſions are apt to appear 
with peculiar Force and Violence. A prudent Care 
ſhould therefore be taken to repreſs the Exorbitancies 
of them. For which Purpoſe it is of great Impor- 
tance, that they never be ſuffered to carry any Point, 
by Obſtinacy, Noiſe, and Clamour, which is indeed to 
beſtow a Reward on a Fault that deſerves à ſevere 
Beprimand. Nay, I will venture to add, that though 
it be very inbuman to take Pleaſure in making them 
uneaſy by needleſs dfrtifications, yet when they are 
eagerly and intemperately defirous of a Trifle, they 
ought, for that very Reaſon, ſometimes. to be denied 
it, to teach them re Moderation for the future. And 
if by ſuch Methods, they gradually learn to conquer 
their lietle Humours and Fancies, they learn no incon- 
fderable Branch of true Fortitude and Niem. I can» 
not expreſs this better, than in the Words of Mr. Locle T, 


in his excellent Treatiſe on the Subject before us; He: 


„ that has found out the Way to keep à Child's Spirit 
« eaſy, active and free, and yet at the ſame time 


„to reſtrain him from many Things which he has a: 


mind to, and draw him to Things uneaſy to him, 
has got the rue Secret of Education.“ | 


I nave ſometimes been ſurprized to ſee, how far a 
Senſ: of Honour and Praiſe has carried ſome Children 
of a generous Temper, in a long and refolute Courſe 


of Se Denial. But undoubtedly the 204 Principle 


B 5 of. 


„ Baxter's Practical Works, 7%, iii. Fag. 746. 
+ Locke on Elucation, S. 46, 
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Ser. I. 


of all is a Senſe of Religion. Happy would it indeed 
be, if they were led to ſee, that there is but very /ittle 
in this Kind of Gratifications and Indulgences ; that 


poor empty Trifle; and that 


the great Thing a rational Creature ſhould be concerned 
about, is to pleaſe GOD, and gel <vell to Heaven. May 
Divine Grace teach us this important Leſfon for our- 
ſelves, that we may tranſmit it with the greater Ad- 
vantage to our Children! Amen. 


S E R- 


Ys [om 


SERMON II. 


On the Education of CHILDREN. 


- Prov. XXII. 6. 


Train up a Child in the Way he fhould go; and 
woven he is old, be will not depart from it. 


„ — 


every faithſul Miniſter of the Goſpel, that 
WY 7/e Cauſe, in which he is engaged, is the 
moſt benewolent, as well as the moit religious; 
? ſubſerving the Glory of Gop, by promo- 
ting the Happineſs of Mankind. It muſt be a great 
Satisfaction to a Man of Integrity and Humanity, to 
think that it is not his Buſineſs to dazzle and confound. 
his Hearers with the Atifices of Speech, to give the 
Appearances of Truth to Falſhood, and Importance 
to Trifles; but to teach them to weigh Things in an 
impartial Ballance, and by the Words of Truth and da- 
berneſs, to lead them into the Paths of Vm and of 
Goodneſs. 

THis is a Satisfaction which I peculiarly find , 
Day, while I am urging you to that Religious Care in 
the Education of Children, which J have at large 
opened in the former Diſcourſe. And it is a Circum- 
ſtance of additional Pleaſure, that Jam pleading the 
Cauſe of the weak and the helpleſs; of little tende 
Creatures, who are incapable of pleading for them- 


ſelves 


| 5 | 
P T is certainly a very pleaſing Reflection to 
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ſelves, and know not how much their Intereſt is con- 
cerned, Nor am I without a ſecret Hope, that if the 
Divine Spirit favour us with his Aſſiſtance, ſome who 
are yet unborn may have eternal Reaſon to rejoice in 
the Fruits of what you are now to hear. Ames. 
Havix already endeavoured to deſcribe the Way 
in which Cyildren are to be trained up; I now pro- 


ceed, 


SECONDLY, To propoſe ſome Arguments to engage 
Parents to this pious Care. 


Ax p here I would intreat you diſtinctly to conſider, 
that the Attempt itſelf is pleaſant ;—you hate great 
Reaſon to hope it may be ſucceſiſul ;—and that Suc- 
ceſs is of the higheft Importance. 


I. Tue Attempt itſelf is pleaſant. 


I SpEAakx not merely of the Pleaſure ariſing from 
the Conſciouſneſs of diſcharging preſent Duty, and & 
probable View of future Succeſs ;. ſuch a Satisfaction may 
attend thoſe Actions, which are in themſelves moſt 
painful and mortifying.-.. But I refer to the Entertain- 
ment immediately flowing from the Employment it/elf, 
when rightly managed. This is undoubtedly one of 
thoſe Ways of Wiſdom, which are Ways of Pleaſant- 
neſs, as well as a Path, which in its Conſequences 7s 
Peace and Happineſs (a): It is a Commandment, iu 
keeping of which there is great Reavard (b). 

Tux Gop of Nature has wiſely annexed a ſecret 
unutterable Delight, to all our regular Cares for the In- 
provement of our riſing Offipring. We rejoice to fee 
our tender Plants flouriſh, to obſerve how the Srocæ 
ſtrengthens, and the Blooms and the Leaves fucceſſively 
unfold. We trace, with a gradually advancing Plea- 
Are, their eaſy Smiles, the firſt Eforts of Speech on 
their ſtammering Tongues, and the Dawnings of Rea- 


en in their feeble Minds. It is a delightful Office 
to 


6) Prov, iii. 17, (6) Pal, xix. 11. 


— 
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to cultivate and aſſiſt opening Nature, to lead the 
young Strangers into a new . orld, and to infuſe the 
Principles of any uſeful Kind of Knowledge, which their 
Age may admit, and their Circumſtances require. But 
when we attempt to raiſe their Thoughts to the great 
FATHER OF SPIRITS, to preſent them, as in the 
Arms of Faith, to IEsUs the compaſſionate Shepherd, 
and teach them to enquire after him; when we endea- 
vour to inſtruct them in the Principles of Divine Truth, 
and form them to Sentiments of Prudence, Integrity 
and Generofity ; we find a Pleaſure ſuperior to what 
any other Labour for their Improvement can give. 

Ox this Occaſion, my Friends, I perſuade myſelf I 
may appeal to the repeated Experiente of many amongſt 
you. Do you not find, that the ſweeteſt Truths of 
Chriſtianity, which are your Hope and your Foy in this 
Houſe of your Pilgrimage, are peculiarly faveet when 
you tall them over with your Children? Do you not 
find, that your Inſtructions and Admonitions to them 
return into your own Boſom with a rich Increaſe of 
Edification and Refreſhment? Thus while you are ava- 
tering theſe Domeſtick Plantations, you are ævatering 
alſo yourſelves (e); and from theſe holy Converſes with 
your Children, you riſe to more endcaring Communion 
with your Heavenly Father; Gop by his Spirit viſit- 
ing you Souls in the midſt of thoſe pions Cares, and 
giving you immediate Comfart and Streugth, as a Token 
of his gracious Acceptance, and perhaps as a Pledge 
of future Succeſs. This leads me to urge the Religious 


Education of Children, 


II. By the Probability there is, that it will be at- 
tended with ſuch Succeſ, as to be the Means of 


making them wiſe and goed. 
T 19 


® Delightful Taſk ! to rear the tender Thought, 
To teach the young Idea how to ſhoot, 
To pour the freſh Inſtruction o'er the Mind, 
| 8 and plant 
The generous Purpoſe in the glowing Breaſt. | 
Thom. Spring, p. 357 


ſc Prov, xi. 25. 
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Tunis is the i rg urged by Solomon in the 
Text, Train up a Child in the Way in «vhich he ſhould 
go? and ewhen he is old, he will not depart from it, 
ing early initiated into the igt Way, he will 
purſue it with increaſing Pleaſure ; ſo that with re- 
gard to the Proſperity of the Soul, as well as of 
the Body, his Path will be /ike the Morning Light, 
evhich Sineth more and more unto the perfect Day (d). 
IT is true, this 4//ertion is to be underſtood with 
fome Limitation, as expreſſing the Probability, rather than 
the Certainty of the Succeſs 3; otherwiſe Experience 
would contradidt it in ſome melancholy Inſtances. 
Would to Gop there were none untractable under the 
moſt pious and prudent Methods of Education; none, 
who like deaf Adders ſfop their Ears againſt the Voice 
of the moſt ſkilful Charmers (e), and have been accuf- 
tomed to do it from their Infancy ! Would to Gop 
there were none of thoſe, who appeared to et out 
well, and ſeemed eager in enquiring the Way to Zion 
with their Faces thitherward (ft), who have forgotten 
the Guides of their Youth, and the Covenant of their 
GOD (gs), and are to this Day avandering in the 
Paths of the Deflrozer, if they are not already fallen 
in them! But do you throw by every Medicine, which 
ſome have uſed without being recovered by it; or de- 
cline every Prof7//i-, of which there are ſome who 
do not thrive? What Remedy muſt you then take? 
what Calling muſt you then purſue? The Ayplication 
is obvious. It would be F/ly to pretend to maintain, 
that Religious Education will certainly obtain its End; 
but let me intreat you to conſider, —that it is in its 
own Nature a very rational Method, —that it is the 
Method which Gop has appointed, —and a Method which 
in many Inſlances has been found ſucceſsful. Attend 
ſeriouſly to theſe Remarks, and then judge whether Pru- 
dence and Conſcience will not oblige you to purſue it. 


Ts 


{d) Prov. ir. 18. (e) Pfal, vii. 4, 5. (Cf) Jer. I. 5. 
Cz) Prov, ii. 17. 
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1. The Religious Education of Children is a very 
rational Method of engaging them to <va/k in the 
Way in which they ſhould go. 


Tazre is this moſt evident Advantage attending 
our early Attempts of this Kind, that we ſhall find zhe 
Mind more open and diſengaged, not tainted with all 
thoſe corrupt Principles, nor enſlaved to thoſe irregu- 
lar Habits, which they would probably imbibe and 
contract in the Advance of Age. Though he Paper 
on which we would write the Knowledge of Gop be 
not entirely fair, it is clear of many a foul Inſcription 
and deep Blot, with which it would ſoon be covered. 
Though the Garden, in which we would plant the 
Fruits of Holineſs, be not free from Weeds, yet many 
of them are but (as it were) in the inviſible Seed, and 
the reſt are not grown up to that /uxuriant Size, which 
we mult expect, if due Cultivation be omitted or delayed. 

IT is a farther Advantage which deſerves to be 
montioned here, that fancy and Childhood is the moff 
impreſfible Age; and as Principles are then moſt eafily 
admitted, ſo they are moſt firmly retained. The Au- 
cients, thoſe judicious Obſervers of Human Nature, as 
well as many Modern Writers, are full of this Remark 
in their Diſcourſes on Education, and illuſtrate it by a 
great many beautiful Alluſions which are well known. 

Tur new Veſſel takes a laiting Tincture from the 
Liquor which is firſt poured in“: The n Clay, is 


eaſily faſhioned into what Form you pleaſe f: The 


young Plant may be bent with a gentle Hand ; and 


the Characters, engraved on the tender Bark, grow | | 
deeper and larger with the advancing Tree ||. It will 


be 


Quo femel oft imbuta recens, ſervabit Odorem 
Tefta diu. Horat. Epiſt. Lib. i. No. 2. v. 69, 70, 
dum & molle Litum es: Nunc, nunc properandus, & acri 
Figendus fine fire Retd.—— Perl. Sat. III. v. 22, 23. 


Et Naturũ tenaciſſimi ſi mus eorum, gue rudibus Annis percipimus; ut | 
Sapor, quo nova inbuas, durat ; nec Lanarum Celores, quibus fimplex ille | 


Candor mutatus eft, elui paſſunt. Quintil. Orat. Lib. i. Cap. 1, 


Ut Corpora ad qu ſlam Membrorum Flexus formari, mfi tenera, non | [| 


Peſſunt, fic Animos quogue ad plerague diriores Robur ipſum facit, Ibid, | [ 15 a 


| f 
= 1 
| 

: 2 


| Bates's Works, pag, 636. 
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' ef GOD, which, therefore, you may reaſonably hope he 
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be our Wiſdom then to ſeize theſe golden Opportunities; 
and ſo much the rather, as it is certain they will either 
be improved, or perverted ; and that, if they are not 
preſſed into the Serwice of Religion, they will be em- 
ployed as dangerous Artillery againſt it.“ 


Bur you will fay, © With all theſe advantageous \ 


© Circumſtances we cannot infuſe Grace into the Hearts 
of our Children; and after all our Precautions, cor- 
« wept Nature will prevent us, and fix a wrong Biaſs 
«© on the Mind, before we can attempt to direct it 
« aright.” A mournful, but too evident Truth! which, 
far from denying or ſuppreſſing, I would often de- 
clare and inculcate; and the rather now, as it greatly 
confirms my Argument. Are the Influences of a dege- 
nerate Nature unavoidably / ftrong, and will you ſuffer 


them to be confirmed by theſe additional Advantages ? 


Do you apprehend, that running with the Footmen, you 
ſhall be in danger of fainting ; and do you for that very 
Reaſon chuſe to contend with the Horſemen (h) ? You can 
not ſure, in the Face of ſo much Reaſon and Scripture, 
urge this as an Excu/e againſt making any Attempts at 
all of this Kind; and how then is it an Apology for the 
Neglect of thoſe, which are, (other Things being equal,) 
the moſt rational and eaſy? But the trifling Plea is 
more evidently ſilenced, by obſerving, 


2. Tur Religious Education of Children is a Method 
which Gop has appointed; and this greatly in- 
creaſes the Probability of its Succeſs. 


I as$UREDLY know, (and may Gop more deeply 
engrave it on our Hearts!) that with Regard to your 
Labours, as well as ours, neither is he that planteth 
am Thing, nor he that ewatereth, but GOD that giveth 
the Increaſe (i). But conſider, I beſeech you, how that 
tncreaſe is to be hoped for: Is it in the Omiſſion, or in the 
Uſe of preſcribed Means? I urge it on your Conſciences, 
my Friends, that Religious Education is an Ordinance 


will 
* Hac ipſa magis pertinaciter berent, que pejora ſunt, Quintil. 


| Orat. Lib. i. Cap. 1. 


(5) Jer. xii. 5. 6) 1 Cor, iii. Teo 
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will honour with a Bling. And you might as juſtly 
expect, that your Souls ſhould flouriſh in an unneceſſary 
Abſence from the Table and Houſe of the LO RD, or 
an habitual Neglect of Reading and Prayer; as that 
your Children ſhould grow p for Gop, while you 
fail in your Endeawvours to engage them in his Service. 
I repeat it again, Religious Education is an Ordinance 
of GOD. Andis it a Work of Labour and Difficulty 
to prove the Aſſertion? Which of you does not know, 
that Chriſtian Parents are ſolemnly charged to bring 
up their Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lo xD (K); and that even under the Mo/aick Oeco- 
nomy, Gop urged it on his People in a very affectin 
Manner? Surely you muſt have obſerved, how ſtrictly 
Gop charges it upon the Feaus to take all Opportunities 
to this Purpoſe, occaſional, as well as ſtated. The/e 
Wards, ſays he, which I command thee this Day, ſhall 
be in thine Heart; and thou ſhalt teach them dili- 
gently to thy Children, and falt talk of them "when 
thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by 
the Way, and wwhen thou lieſt down, and when thou 
riſeft up ([). And elſewhere, Thou ſhalt teach them 
to thy Sons, and thy Sous Sons (m): Plainly recom» 
mending a Care of more remote, as well as immediate 
Deſcendants of Grand- Children, as well as Children. 
Thus when Gop eftablifhed a Teſtimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a Law in Iſrael, he commanded the Fathers, 
that they ſhould make them known unto their Children ; 
that the Generation to come might know them, even the 
Children that ſhould be born, that they ſhould ariſe 
and declare them to their Children (n); that ſo Reli- 
gion might be tranſmitted to every riſing Age You 
cannot ignorant of ſuch Paſſages as theſe, which 
need no Comment to explain them, and conſequently 
you cannot but row, that the Religious Education of 
Children is a Divine Inſtitution, as well as in itſelf 
a moſt rational Attempt: After which you will not 
wonder to hear, 


3. THAT 


k FE h. vi. . | De t. 1. 6 . * Deut. j. 1 
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3. Thar it has in Fad been attended with very 
happy Succeſs. 


We acknowledge, that the Great Gop does v0 con- 
fine himſelf to work by this Way; and that he ſome- 
times diſplays his Sovereignty in viſibly turning out of 
if, We acknowledge, that he ſometimes /eawes tho/e, 
who had been, as it were, born and brought up in his 
Family, to forſake it in a very ſcandalous Manner ; 
while he feems to go into the Territories of Satan, 
into ignorant, carnal, prophane Families, and takes 
from thence Perſons, whom he erects as Trophies of 
Free, ſurprizing, and (as Mr Howe juſtly expreſſes it,) 
& wnaccountable Grace.” But you well know, that 


theſe are more. rare and uncommon Caſe: ; And though 


Some of you, my Friends, are (and I hope you will 
never forget it,) happy Inſtances of the fingular Di- 
vine Goodneſt 3 yet maſt of you, as I apprehend, were 
from your Childhood ?rained up in the Knowledge of 
God, and are /iving Monuments of the Succeſs which 
has attended the Care of Parents, or Maſters in this 
particular. The greater Part of thoſe, who have of 
late been admitted to your Communion, have, to my cer- 
tain Knowledge, mentioned it with Thankfulneſs ; and 
J rejoice to think, how Many of the ing Generation 
amongſt us, (if even a Child may be known by his 
Doings (0),) are like to increaſe the Number, and give 
us an encouraging Hope that zhey will at length be 
ſet as Olive-Plants around the Lok p's Table, as 
well as yours. I perſuade myſelf it is fo elſtaubere, 
and think I may pronounce it with ſome Confidence, 
that tbe Families of GO D's Children are, generally 
32 the Nurſeries of his Church. Solomon, no 
oubt, had obſerved, that a good Education had gene- 
rally been /ucce/5ful, or we could by no means account 
for the Remark in the Text; and a very accurate 
Writer of our own Age and Nation has carried it ſo 
far as to ſay, ©* That of all the Men we meet with, 
Mine Parts in Ten are what they are, good or bad, 
e uſeful or not, according to their Education 
I HOPE 
(0) Prov, xx. 11. * Locke on Education, F. 1, 
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I noPx you are by this Time convinced, that, hu- 
manly ſpeaking, there is great Probability, that Reli- 
gious Education may be the effefual Means of promo- 
ting ſerious Piety in the ri/ing Age; which was the 
Second Argument by which I was to recommend it: 
An Argument, which may be greatly ſtrengthened, by 
obſerving, 


III. Thar the Succeſi, which we may fo reaſonably 
expect, is a Matter of very 4igh Importance. 


IT is of evident Jmportance— to the Honour of G OD, 
and the Support of Religion, —to the preſent and future 
Happineſs of your Children, — and to your own Comfort 
both i Life and Death. Weighty and comprehenſive 
Thoughts! which I ſhall briefly touch“, and to which 
I beg you will renew your Attention. 


1. The Honour of GOD, and Intereſt of a Redeemer, 
is greatly concerned in the Behawiour of your Chil- 
dren; and conſequently in your Care of their Edu- 
cation, Which is like to have great an ſo Influence 
upon 1t, 


We live in a dying World. Our Fathers, where 
are they (p)? Sleeping in the Duſt, as we mult ſhortly be. 
We are ſure, that in a little, a very little while, theſe 
Places muſt know us no more (q): And when we are 
mouldering in the Houſe of Silence, who muſt 7 our 
Places in the Houſe of GOD? Who mult ie up in 
our flead for the Support of Religion amongſt thoſe 
that ſucceed us? From whom can 1t be expected, but 
from our Children? Yet how can we expect it from 
theſe, in the Neg/e# of à Method, which comes recom- 
mended by ſo many advantageous Circumſtances ? “ Yes,” 
you will perhaps be ready to ſay, Gop will zake 

Care 


* I omit many Things which might be ſaid on theſe Heads, be- 
cauſe 1 have opencd them more largely in a Sermon on this very 
Subject, The Importance of the Riſing Generation, which is the Firſt 
of thoſe Sermons to young Perſons, which are now reprinted in the 
fame Form with theſe. 


(P) Zech. i. 5, (2) Job vii. 10. 
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Care of his own Cauſe, and Almighty Grace will 
do what we have not attempted, becauſe we knew 
that we could not accompliſh it.” Almighty Grace 
can indeed do it; and Aimighty Power can of theſe 
Stones, on Which we tread, rai/e up Children to Abra- 
bam (r). But ſhew me your Warrant from the Word 
of Gop for expecting it, either in the one Caſe, or in 
the other. You will poſſibly anſwer, © He has pro- 
„ miſed to be ever with his Church (s), and that the 
* Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it (t); but 
that one Generation ſhall ariſe and declare his mighty 
Works unto another (u), and that the. Kingdom of his 
Son ſhall continue as long as the Sun and the Moon 
«* endure (w).“ Bleſſed be his Name for theſe encourag- 
ing Promiſes, which ſhall, no doubt, be accompliſhed. 
But where has he engaged, that i, Kingdom ſhall 
always continue amongſt us ? Such Paſſages as theſe will 
no more prove, that the Gepe! ſhall newer be removed 
from Great-Britain, than they would once have proved, 
that it ſhould never be taken away from Pergamos or 
Thyatira, or any other of the Aan Churches, which 
have ſo many Ages ago been given up to Deſolation. 

No w let me intreat you, for a few Moments, to 

dwell upon that Thought ; what if the Goſpe! ſhould 
be loft 1 amongſt your Deſcendants! What if in 
the Age of theſe little ones, or the next that ſhall ſuc- 
ceed to theirs, the _ of the LORD ſhould be for- 
alen, and his Table abandoned? What if the Miniſtry 
"ſhould be grown into Diſuſe, or the Servants of CHRIST 
in it ſhould hawe nothing to do, but to bear a fruitleſs 
Teſtimony againſt” an . Generation, till (when 
their Hearts are broken with ſo ſad an Office,) the 
Goſpel here die with them, and Religion be buried in 
their Graves? Is it a Thought eaſily to be ſupported 
by a true 1/raelite, that the Ark of the LORD ſhould 
thus be lo, and Gop ſhould write upon us /cabod (x), 
the ſad Memorials of a departed Glory ! 

IT would ſurely be peculiarly melancholy, that Religion 
ſhould die in the Hands of thoſe who were the Chilaren 
of the Kingdom. And were not yours ſo? In this re- 

ſpect, 
(e) Mat. xvi. 18. 
(x) 1 Sam, iv. 21, 


Ee 


(r) Mat. iii. 9. 
(2) Pſal. cxlv. 4. 


(s) Mat. xxviii. 20. 


(w) Plal, Ixxii, 5 


Ser. II. On the Education of Children. 45 


ſpect, my Friends, permit me to ſay, that J am Wit- 
neſs againſt ſome of you. When you have offered 
your Children to Baptiſm, you have delivered them into 
my Hands, with an expreſs Declaration of your fincere 
Deſire, that might be devoted to GOD ; and have re- 
ceived them again with a ſolemn Charge and Promiſe 
to bring them up for him, if their Lives ſhould be con- 
tinued. And as for thoſe of you, who do not pradtiſe 
this Inſlitution, I doubt not, but many of you are 
equally faithful in dedicating your Infant-Offspring to 
Gan. Is it not then reaſonable to expe from 2 
that they ſhould be brought up as a Seed to ſerve him? 
And from whom may we hope it, if not from yon! If you 
have experienced the Power of Divine Grace upon your 
own Souls, and have taſted that the Lord is gracious (y). 
methinks it ſhou!d awaken a holy Zeal to ſpread the 
fexeet Sawour of his Name and Word where-ever you 
come: You ſhould labour to the utmoſt for the Ad- 
vancement of his Goſpel amongſt all your Acquaintance, 
and even amongſt Strangers; how much more in your 
own Families, amongſt thoſe whom you have received 
from him, amongſt thoſe whom you have ſo ſolemnly 
given back to him. 


2. Tur Character of your Children, and conſequently 
your Care in their Education, is of the moſt eyi- 
dent Importance to their preſent and future Hap- 
pineſs. 


I NEED not ſurely employ a great deal of Time in 
proving the Truth of the Aſſertion. As Chriſtians you 
muſt undoubtedly own, that Godlineſ is profitable to all 
Things, having the Promiſe of the Life which now is, 
as well as of that auhich is toe come (2). If your Chil- 
dren, through the Divine Bleſſing on your holy Care, 
become truly religious, they will not only be preſerved 
from thoſe Follies and Crimes, which ſtain the Honour, 
and ruin the Subſtance of Families, but they will e- 
cure a fair Reputation; they will rake the moſt probable 
Method to make Life truly confortable ; they will be en- 
titled to the paternal Care and Bleſſing of Gop; and, 

to 
(y) 1 Pet. ii. 3. (z) 1 Tim, iv. 8. 


— 
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to crown all, will be Heirs of eternal Glory with him: 
And what could your moſt prudent, faithful, tender 
Love wiſh for them as a greater, or indeed as @ com- 
parable Good ? On the other hand, if they prove vi- 
cious and Profane, (which in ſo degenerate an Age it 
is very probable zhey may, if they have no Religious Prin- 
ciple to ſecure them,) what can you expect but heir 
Infamy and Miſery in this World, and their eternal 
Deſtruction in the next? 

OxE would imagine, that ach Conſiderations as theſe 
ſhould very deeply impreſs the Heart of a Parent ; 
and if they were alone ſhould be ſufficient to gain the 
Cauſe. You, who have ſo tender @ Regard to all their 
Temporal Concerns ; you, that riſe early and fit up late, 
that you may advance their Fortunes, that you may 
furniſh them with thoſe dubieus and uncertain PofſtJrons, 
which may be Bling or Curſes, as they are improved 
or abuſed ; can you bear to think, that they may be 
for ever poog and miſerable? Surely, it ſhould cut you 
to the Heart to look on @ Child and reflecdt, „Here 
« is an Heir of eternal Miſery: Alas! what am 1 


wy —_ for him? Preparing an Eftate? Contrivinga 


«« for his preſent Convenience or Grandeur?“ Vain, 
wretched, prepoſterous Care! which, to uſe a very plain 
Simile, is but like employing yourſelves in trimming 
and adorning its Clothes, while the Child itſelf were 
fallen into the Fire, and would be in Danger of being 
deſtroyed, if not immediately plucked cut. fallen to do 
it with an Zarneſineſs anſwerable to the Extremity of the 
Caſe, and ſo much the rather, as the Danger is in Part 
owing to you. | 

I w 11LL not now ſay, how far your perſonal Miſtakes 
in Conduct may have been a Snare and a Temptation 
to your Children; nor can I pretend to determine it. 
But I am confident of this, thar they haye derived from 
you à corrupt and degenerate Nature. Through your 


Veins the Original Infection. which tainted the firſt 


Authors of our Race, has flowed down to them. And 


is not this an affecting Thought ? and ought it not to 


quicken you to attempt their Relief? 


Ds, 
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DR. Tillotſon ſets this in a very moving Light: 
« * When a Man has by Trea/9n tainted his Blood 
« and forfeited his Eſtate, with what Grief and Regret 
« does he /ook on his Children, and think of the In- 
© jury he has done to them by his Fault; and how 
« ſolicitous is he before he die to petition the King for 
« Favour to his Children! How earneſtly does he 
« charge his Friends to be careful of them, and kind 
« to them!” We. are thoſe Traitors. Our Children 
have derived from us a tainted Blood, a forfeited In- 
heritance. How tenderly ſhould we pity them ! How: 
ſolicitouſly ſhauld we exert ourſelves to prevent their 
Ruin! M.. Flawel expreſſes the Thought ſtill more 
pathetically, * + Should I. bring the Plague into my 
« Family, and live to fee all my poor Children lie 
dying by the Walls of my Houſe ; if I had not the 
„Heart. of a Tyger, ſuch a Sight would melt my very 
« Soul.” And turely, I may add, were there a So- 
wercign Antidote at Hand, perhaps an Antidote J had 
myſelf uſed, ſhould I not direct them to it, and urge 
them to try it, 1 ſhould be ſtill more ſavage and cri- 
minal. The Application is eaſy: The Lo p deeply 
impreſs it on your Souls, that your dear Children may 
not die eternally of the malignant Plague they have 
taken from you! 25 

This is one Conſideration, which ſhould certainly 
add a great deal of Weight to the Argument I am 
now upon. I will conclude the Head with the Men- | 
tion of another: I mean, the peculiar Advantages 10 
which you their Parents have for addreſſing yourſelves to | j 
them. au, who have known them from their Infancy, . 
are Beſt acquainted with their Temper, and Manner % 
Thinking; you, who are daily with them, may avateh 
the moſt tender Moments, the molt fawourable Oppor- 


tunities of pleading with them; your melting Afe Xin 1 
for them, will {uggelt the moſt endearing Sentiments © 
and Nords on ſuch Occaſions : Their Obligations to you, v0 
and Love for you, will probably difþo/e them to at- 1 


tend with the greater Pleaſure to what you may ſay; 
or zour Authority over them, your Power of Correction, 1 
and? 

* Tillotſon, Vol. I. Sermon LIII, pag. 544. ; 
7 Flavel's Huſb. ſpir. pag. 260, 


e erer 
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and a Senſe of their Dependance upon you in Life, may 


prevent much of that Oppoſition and Contempt, which 


ſrom perverſe 'Tempers, others might expect; eſpecially 
if they were not {ſupported by your Concurrence, in their 
Attempts to inſtru and reform your Children. 

Ox the whole then, ſince your Obligations and your 
Encouragements to attempt the Work are 2 peculiar, 
I may reaſonably hope you will allow its due Weight 
to this Second Confideration, that the Character and 
Conduct of your Children, and conſequently your Care 
in their Education, is of the higheſt Importance to 
their preſent and future Happineſs, I add, once more, 


3. IT is of great Moment to your own Comfort, both 
in Life and Death. ' 


Solomon often repeats the Subftance of that Remark ; 
A wiſe Son maketh a glad Father, but a fooliſh Son 
is an Heawineſs to his Mother (a). And the Juſtice of 
it in both its Branches is very apparent, Let me 
engage you ſeriouſly to reflect upon it, as a moſt 
atwakening Inducement, to the Diſcharge of the impor- 


tant Duty I am recommending. 


Is you have Reaſon to hope, that your Labour 
are not in vain, but that your Children are become 
truly religious; it muſt greatly increaſe your Satigfaction 
in them, that they are dear to you, not only in the 
Bands of the Fle/b, but in thoſe of the LORD. You will 
not only be care of their dutiful and grateful Behawiour 
to you, but will have the Pleaſure of ſeeing them grow 
zþ in their different Stations, to Proſpects of U/efulne/5 
in the Church, and in the World. Should Providence 
ſpare you to the Advance of Age, they will be @ 
Comfort and Honour to your declining Years. You will, 
as it were, enjoy a ſecond Youth in their Vigour and 
Uſefulneſs; nay, a Senſe of their Pieiy and Goodneſs 
will undoubtedly be a revivng Cordia] to you in your 
dying Moments. A delightful Thought will it indeed be! 
J am going to take my Leave of the World, and 
« my Scene of Service is over; but I /zave thoſe be- 
ic hind me, who will appear for GOD ia my ſtead, 

and 
(a) Prev. x. 1. 


Ser. II. On the Education of Children, 49 
« and- act, perhaps, with greater Fidelity and Zeal, 
« for the Support of Religion in a degenerate Age. 1 
« leave my dear Children, deſtitute indeed of my Coun- 
«« ſel and Help, perhaps in no abundant AMuence of 
« worldly Enjoy ments; but I leave them under the 
« guardian Care of my Father, and their Father, of my 
« GOD, and their GOD. I muſt ſoon be ſeparated 
« from them, and the Diſtance between us muſt ſoon 
„ be as great, as between Earth and Heaven: But as 
« ] leave them under the beſt Guidance in the Wil- 
« derneſs, ſo I have a joyful Perſuaſion they will /ooz: 
« follow me into the Celeſtial Canaan. Yet a little 
« while, and I, and my dear Offspring, ſhall appear to- 
«« yether before the Throne of Gop ; and I ſhall ftand 
„ forth with Tranſport, and ſay, Behold, here am J. 
& and the Children which my Go has graciouſly given 
„ne. Then will the BlzJedne/s on which I now 
enter, be multiplied upon me, by the Sight of every 
« Child that has a Share in it. Now, Lorp, ſuffereft . 
© thou thy Servant to depart in Peace, ſince thou haſt 
directed, not only mine Eyes, but theirs, to thy Sal- 
«© vation.” N mr 
Zur if you ſee theſe dear Little Ones grow up for 
the Deſtroyer ; if you ſee thoſe, whoſe Infant Days have 
given you ſo many tender Pleaſures, and ſo many fond 
Hopes, deviating from the Paths of Duty and Happi- 
ne, how deeply will it pierce you! You now look upon 
them with a ſoft Complacency, and ſay, Theſe are 
„ they, that ſhall compare us under our Labours and 
% our Sorrows : ** But, alas! my Friends, if this be 
the Caſe, ** Theſe are they, that will increaſe your . 
« Labours; and aggravate your Sarrows ; that will 
« haſten upon you the Infirmities of Age, or cruſh” 
vou the faſter under the Weight of them, till they have 
« brought down your hoary Hairs with Anguiſh to the 
% Grave.” Little do they or you think, how much 
Agony and Diſtreſs you may endure, from what you 
will ſee, and what you will fear concerning them. 
How many ſighted Admonitions, how many deluded 
Hopes, how many anxious Days, how many reftle/s 
N:ghts, will concur to make the Evening of Life 
' C cloomy | 
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gloomy ! And at length, when Gop gives you a Di 
miſſion from a World, which the Folly and Wickedne/s of 
your Children has ſo long imbittered, how painful will 
the Separation be; when you have. a Proſpect of ſee- 
ing them but once more, and that at the Tribunal of 
Gop, where the beft you can expect, (in their preſent 
Circumſtances,) is to ri/e up in Pack weve againſt them, 
and to bear an awful Teſtimony, which ſhall draw down 
upon them aggravated Damnation | 

Ap let me plainly tell you, that if in theſe laſt 
Moments, Conſcience ſhould alſo accuſe you of the M- 
let of Duty, and teſtify that your: 62vwn Sorrow, and 
your Children's Ruin, is in part chargeable upon that, 
it will be @ dreadful Ingredient in this bitter Cup, and 
may greatly darken, if not entirely /uppre/s thoſe Hopes 
with regard to your/e/ves, which alone could ſupport 
you in this mournful Scene. I am fully perſuaded, that 
if you knew the Weight with which theſe Things will 
ſit upon your Mind in the immediate Views of the 
eternal World, you would not ſuffer every triflin 
Difficulty, or little Care, to deter you from the Dif. 
charge of thoſe Duties, which are ſo neceſſary to pre- 
vent theſe galling Reflections. 

To conclude : Let me intreat you ſeriouſly to weigh 
the united Force of thoſe Arguments, which I have now 
been urging to excite your Diligence in this momentous 
Care of training up your Children in the Way in 
ewhich they ſpould go. Conſider how pleaſant the At- 
tempt is :—Confider how fair a Probability there is that 
it may proſper, as it is in itſelf a very rational Me- 
thod, as it is @ Method Gop has appointed, and a Me- 
thod which he has crowned with /ingular Succeſs ;— 
Confider how important that Succeſs 1s, to the Honour 
of GOD and Intereft of Religion, to the Temporal and 
Eternal Happineſs of your Children, and finally, to your 
own Comfort both in Life and Death. 

Ox the whole I well know, and I am perſuaded, Sirs, 
that you your/eFves are convinced, that awhat/oever can 
be cppo/ed to ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, when laid 
in an impartial Ballance, it is a/together lighter than 
Vanity. I do therefore {eriouſly appeal to thoſe F- 

victions 


* 
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victions of your Conſciences, as in the Sight of Gop : 
And if, from this Time at leaſt, the Education of Chil- 
dren amongſt you be r or regarded only as 
a light Care, Gop is Witneſs, and you yourſelves are 
Witneſſes, that it is not for Want of being plainly in- 
AHructed in your Duty, or ſeriouſly urged to the Per- 
formance of tt. E 5 3 ; 
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SERMON III. 


On the Education of CHILDREN. 


Prov. XXII. 6. 


Train up a Child in the Way he ſhould go; and 
when be is old, he will not depart from it. 


185 know, that if we deſire to be agreeable 
and w/efxl in it, we muſt regard not only 


ow” that while we, are in the Purſuit of any important 
End, we muſt not only attend to zhoſe Actions which 
do immediately refer to it, but muſt watch over the 
«hole of our Conduct; that we may preſerve a Conſiſtency 
in the ſeveral Parts of it. Otherwiſe we ſhall ſpoil 
he Beauty and Acceptance of many an honeſt, and, per- 
haps in the main, prudent Attempt ; or by a Train of 
unthought of Conſequences, ſhall demoliſb with the one 
Hand, what we are labouring to build up with the 
other. 

Tris is a Remark which we ſhall have frequent 
Occafion to recolle& ; and it is of peculiar Importance 
m the Bufineſs of Education. It is therefore neceſſary, 
that having before deſcribed ihe Way in which Chil- 
dren are to be trained up, and urged you to a dili- 
Sem Application to the Duty, I now proceed, 
THrieDLY, 


Y vations on Human Life, muſt certainly 


the Quality, but the Manner of our Action; 
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Tulx pr, To offer ſome Advices for your Aſſiſt- 
ance in this Attempt, of leading Children into, and 
conducting them in this Way. 


Tusk will relate—partly to the Manner in which 
the Attempt is ro be made, —and partly to the Pre- 
cautions neceſſary for rendering it fectual: Which are, 
as you ſee, Matters of diſtindt Conſideration, tho* com- 
prehended under the general Head of Directions. 


I. As to the Manner in which the Attempt is to 
be made. | | 


! "4 
And here it is evident, it ſhould be done plainly, | If 
ſeriouſly, tenderly, —and patiently. 1 


( 

| 4 
1. CHILDREN are to be inſtructed p/ainly : In the a; 
plaineft Things, and by the plaineft Words. ; 


THEy are to be taught e plaineſt Things in Religion | 
in the firſt Place, And it is @ pleaſing Reflection on 61 
this Occaſion, that, according to the abundant Good- of 
neſs and Condeſcenſion of the great Gop, thoſe Things | 
which are the moſt neceſſary are the plaineſt. Juſt as 

in the World of Nature, thoſe Kinds of Food, which | 
are moſt wholeſome and nouriſving, are allo the my com- | 
mon, We ſhould ſhew our grateful Senſe of the D:- 


' 
wine Goodneſs in this particular, by our Care to imi- ||} 
tate it; and ſhould ſee to it, that when the Nece/7iiies b 
of our Children require Bread, we do not give them a Stone, {1 
or Chaff; as we ſhould do, if we were to diftraft | 
their feeble Minds with a Variety of Human Schemen, 
and doubtful Diſputations. The more abſtruſe and my/= 
terious Truths of the Goſpel are gradually to be unfolded, | \ 
as they are exhibited in the Oracles of Gov, and to be 
taught in the Language of the Spirit; according to 
the excellent Advice of the great Dr. Owen *®, mak - f 
ing Scripture Phra ſcology our Rule and Pattern in tze 
Declaration of Spiritual Things.” But we muſt not 
begin here. We muſt feed them with Milt while 

| C 3 7 : they |! 
* Oren on the Spirit, Pref, ad fin, * 2:95 | . 
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they are Babes, and reſerve the ſtrong Meat for a ma- 
turer Age (a). Take the moſt obwious and vital Truths 
of Chriſtianity. Tell them, that they are Creatures, 
and finful Creatures; that by Sin they have dipleaſed 
a Holy Gop ; and that they muſt be pardoned, and 
ſanctiſied, and accepted in CurisT, or muſt periſh for 
ever. Shew them the Difference between Sin, and 
Holineſ7 ; betuxen @ State of Nature, and of Grace. 
Shew them, that they are haſtening on to Death and 
Judgment, and ſo muſt enter on Heaven or Hell, and 
dwell for ever in the one or the other. Such Kind 
of Leſſons will probably turn to the 5% Account, both 
to them and you. I know it is a very eaſy thing to 
inflame the warm ignorant Minds of Children with 
an eager Zeal for diſtinguiſbing Forms, or diſtinguiſhing 
Phraſes; and to make them violent in the Intereſt 
of a Party, before they know any thing of common 
Chriſtianity. But if we thus ſow the Wind, we ſhall 
probably reap the Whirkwind (b); venting ourſelves, 
and transfuſing into them, a Wrath of Man, which 
newer works, but often greatly obſtructs, che Righteouf- 
reſi of GOD (c). Bleſſed be Gop, this is not he 
Fault of you, my Friends, of this Congregation. I 
would mention it with great 'Thankfalneſs, as both your 
Happineſs and mine, that, ſo far as I can judge, it, is 
the fincere Milk of the Word that you deſire (d). Let it 
be your Care to draw it out for the Nouriſhment of 
your Children Souls, as their Underſtandings and Ca- 
pacities will permit them to take it in. | 
AND While you are teaching them the plaineft Things, 
endeavour to do it in the plaineſt Words. It is the gra- 
cious Method which Gop uſes with us, who ſpeaks. to 
us of Heavenly Things in Language, not fully expreſſive 
of the Sublimity and Grandeur of the Subject, but rather 
ſuited to our feeble Apprehenſions. Thus our Lord taught 
his Diſciples, as they avere able to bear it (e); and 
uſed eaſy and familiar Similitudes, taken from the moſt 
obvious Occurrences in Life, to illuſtrate Matters of the 
higheſt Importance. A moſt inſtructive Example! Such 
Condeſcenſion ſhould ave uſe, in training up thoſe com- 
$ | | mitted 
a) Heb, v. 13, 14. (5) Hof, viii, 7. (e) Jam. i, 20. 

( 4 ii. 2. 4 Mark a 33. F +4 


— 


Ser. III. On the Education of Children. 55 


mitted to our Care, and ſhould examine, whether we 
take their Underſtandings along with us, as we go on: 
Otherwiſe we are ſpeaking in an untnogaun Tongue, and 
as the Apoſile expreſſes it, are Barbarians unto them (f), 
be ow Language ever ſo graceful, elegant, or pathe- 
tick'®. | 
Give me Leave to add, for the Concluſion of this 
Head, that though it is: to be taken for granted, that 


Children in their earlieſt Infancy are to be engaged to 
what is Good, and to be reſtrained from Evil, chiefly, : 
by a View to Reavards and Puniſhments, more im- 


©? IP, Wd 2 


mediate or remote, or by ſome natural Workings o 
a benevolent Afeftion, which are by all means to be 


cheriſhed and cultivated ; yet, as they may grow up. 
to greater Ripeneſs of Underſtanding, ſomething far- 
ther 1s to be attempted. -It muſt then be our Care, 
to ſet before them, in the ſtrongeſt Light, the natural 
Beauties of Holineſs, and Deformities of Sin; and like- 
wife to propoſe, in the eaſieſt and moſt: familiar Way, 
the Zwidences of the Truth of Chriſtianity, that they may 

be fortified againſt thoſe Temptations to Infidelity, with 
which the preſent Age does ſo unhappily abound. The 
External Ewidences of it are by no means to be ſlighted, 
ſuch as the Credibility of the Goſpel- Hiſtory, the Accom- 
pliſhment of Prophecies, the Unity of Defign carried on by 
ſo many different Perſons in diftant Ages and Countries, 
its amazing and . even. miraculous Prepagation in the 
World; all which, with many other. Confiderations to 
the ſame Purpoſe, are very judiciouſly handled in a Va- 
riety of exce/lent Writings of our own Age; of which 


I know not any more ſuited to your Uſe, than Myr. 


Bennet's Diſcourſes on the Inſpiration of Scripture, which 
J therefore recommend to your attentive Peruſal ; and 
with them Dr. Watts's S:rmons on the Inward Witneſs 
to the Truth of Chriftianity from its efficacious Tenden- 
cy to promote Holineſs : This appears to me the nobleſt 
Ewidence of all, and will to thoſe, who have actually 
experienced it, be aa Anchor of the Soul both ſure and 
ſtedſſa ſt. 45 


8 2. CHILDREN 


(FJ) 1 Cor, xiv, 11. 
* Mercator renders YINT Dy, juxta menſuram vie ejus, 7, e. 
pro captu Ingenii ejus infirmioris, 
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2. CHILDREN ſhould be inſtructed in a very /erious 


Manner. 


Tuxx is an unhappy Pronene/s in our degenerate 
Natures to trifle with the Things of God ; and the 
 Giddineſs of Childhood is peculiarly ſubje& to it. Great 
Care ſhould therefore be taken, that we do not en- 
courage ſuch 4 Humour, nor teach them by our Le- 
vity or Indolence in the Manner of our Inſtruction, to 
take the awful Name of GOD in wain, while they 
are ſpeaking of him, or to him. For this Purpoſe we 
muſt labour with or own Hearts, to work them to 
a deep and /erious Senſe of the Truth and Importance of 
what we ſay : This will give us an unaffected Solem- 
»ity in ſpeaking, which will probably command the At- 
tention, aud impreſs the Hearts of our Children. En- 
deavour to preſerve on your own Spirit an habitual 
Ace of the t and bleſſed GOD, the Lox D of 
Heaven and ; that when you ſpeak of him to 
thoſe little Creatures, they may evidently ſee the In- 
dications of the humbleſt YVeneration and Rewverence, and 
ſo may learn to fear him from their Youth (g). When 
you pet of CuRISsT, let your Souls be bowing to 
him as the Son of GOD, through whom alone you and 
yours can obtain Pardon and Life; and let them be 
overflowing with Lowe to him, for his unutterable and 
inconceivable Grace. And when you remind them of 
Death, Judgment and Eternity, conſider yourſelves and 
them as dying Creatures: Think in how few Months, 
or Weeks, or Days, your Lips may be filent in the 
Duft, or they may be for ever removed beyond the Reach 
of your Inſtructions; and plead with them in as earneſt 
and importunate a Manner, as if the Salvation of their 
immortal Souls depended on the Effect of the preſent 
Addreſs. Again, 


3. CyHiLDREN ſhould be inſtructed in a very tender 
and affectionate Manner. 


Ws 
(z). 2 Kings xviii. 13. 
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We ſhould take Care to let them ſee, that we do 
not deſire to terriß and amaze tben, to lead them 
into unneceſſary Severities, or to deprive them of any 
innocent Pleaſures; that what we ſay is not dictated 
by an Oftentation of our own Wiſdom and Authority ; 


but that it all proceeds from a hearty Lowe to them, and 


an earneſt Defire of their Happineſs. Study therefore to 


addreſs them in the mo? endearing Language, as well 


as with the Met and feweetef Arguments. Endeavour, 
according to the Practice of Solomon, to find out accept- 
able Words (h). And if Tears ſhould: riſe while you 
are ſpeaking, do not ſuppreſs them. There is à Lan- 
guage in them, which may perhaps affect beyond Words. 
.. A Parent is both an awful, and a melting. 
ight. 5 | 
y Pc AVOUR therefore to look upon your Children 
in ſuch a Yiew, as may be moſt likely to awaken 
theſe tender Sentiments. Conſider them as Creatures, 
whom you (as Inſtruments) have brought into Being, 
tainted with ianate Corruption, ſurrounded with Snares, 
and, on the whole, in ſuch apparent Danger, that it 
not /ratched as Brands out of the Burning, they mult 
periſh for ever. And that your Hearts may be further 
mollified, and you may be formed to the moſt. gentle 
and moving Manner of Addreſs, let me intreat you to 
ftudy the Scripture in this View, and to obſerve the 
condeſcending and endearing Forms in which the bleſſed 
Gop Heads to us there. Obſerve them for yourſelves, 
and point them out to your Children. Tell them, howw 
kindly he has demanded, how gracioufly he has encou- 
raged their Serwices; while he ſays, Remember naw 
thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth (i); and elſewhere, 
T leve them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek me early 
Hall find me (k). Tell them, that the Lox D Jesvs 
CHRIST hath iwvited them to come to him; for he 
has ſaid, Came unto me all ye that labour, and are 


heavy laden, and I will give you Refi (1): Him that, 


cometh unto. me, I will in no wiſe caſt out (m) An 
wwhaſoever will, let him take of the Water of Life free (n). 
C 5 Such 
(b) Eccleſ. xii, 10. (i) Ecclef, xii. 1. (I) Prov. viii. 17. 

% Mat. xi. 28. (m) John vi. 37. (=) Rev. XXI. 27. 


Ser. III. On the Education of Children, 57 


— 2 — 


"Az: == 5 2.4m" 


r 

— he — 

—— H— ooo — — 
unn —_— 0 

1 CO _—_ : 


CT. . — — 
0 — — 
* 


» = I — A” ,3. I. £62 — 8 — 
2 — Crab ws c eo N 


PW 


——— — ꝛ — — 1 
8 
2 
- 
ä —— 


22 — 
— 


— rae CON Oy © "ah _ 


Such Scriptures as theſe ſhould be often repeated to 
them, and ſhould be early inculcated on their Memory, 


with an Aitempt, as far as poſſible, to let them into 


the Spirit and Force of them. 

Nox will it be improper ſometimes to ſet before 
them, how much you have done, how much you are 
ready to do for them; how many anx!ous Thoughts 
you entertain, how many fervent Prayers you offer 
on their Account. Thus Lemue/s Mother addreſſed 
him, What, my Son ? aud what, the Son of my 
Womb? and what, the Son of my Vows(0)? As if 
ſhe had ſaid, My dear Child, for whom I have 
% borne ſo much, for whom I have prayed ſo earneſtly ; 
«© in what Words ſhall I addreſs thee, to expreſs 
«© what my Heart feels on thy Account? How ſhall 
«« 1 ſpeak my affectionate overflowing Concern for 
« thy . both in Time and Eternity ?” 80 
Solomon pleads, My Son, if thine Heart be wiſe, my 
Heart fhall rejoice, even mine (p): As if he ſhould 
have ſaid, ©* Think how much is comprehended in 
that Argument, that a Parents Happineſs is in 
„ great Meaſure to be determined by thy Character 
« and Conduct. And the Apoſtle Paul lays open 
his Heart to the Galatians in thoſe pathetical Words, 
My little Children, of whom I travail in Birth again, 
till CyrisT be formed in you (q). Yet theſe were, 
comparatively, Strangers to him. And ſhould not you, 
my Friends, el, ſhould not you expreſs, an equal 
Tenderneſs for thoſe, who are ſo nearly allied to you 
in the Bonds of Nature, for tho/e who are indeed 
Parts of yourſelves ? But further, 


4. Cui DREN ſhould alſo be inſtructed patiently. 


| You know, when the Hu/bandman has committed 
the Seed to the Ground, he patiently expects the 
Fruit of his Labours. So muſt Miniſters do, Whetgi z 
inſtructing their People So muſt Parents do, whens' 
inſtructing their Children. You muſt not imagine, 
my Friends, that a plentifal Harveft will ſpring up 
in a Day. The Growth of Nature is flow, and bys+' 

} inſenſible 


(e) Prox. xxxi;2, (y) Prov, xxili. 15. (9) Gal. iv. 19. 
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inſenſible Degrees: Nor are you to wonder, if Ad- 
wances in Knowledge and Grace be ſtill ou t. Be 
upon your Guard W againſt Fretfulne/s and Im- 
patience. Vour Children will forget what you have 


once taught them; repeat it @ ſecond Time; and if 
they forget it the ſecond Time, repeat it the third. It is 


thus that the great Gop deals with you; and you 
have daily Reaſon to rejoice that he does. He knows 
the Frailty and Weakneſs of your Minds, and therefore 
acts by a Rule, which ſeems to be laid down with a 
peculiar Regard to the very Point I am urging : Whom 
ſhall he teach Knowledge, and whom fall he make 
to underſtand Doctrine? them that are weaned from 
the Milk, and drawn from the Breaſts? For Pre- 
cept muſi be upon Precept, Precept upon Precept, 
and Line upon Line, Line upon Line; here @ little, 
and there a little (r): As if he ſhould have ſaid, Gop 
has treated you like /it#t/e Children, who muſt have 
* the ſame ort eaſy Lefſon repeated again and again.“ 
And is it not indeed thus with Regard to you ? Does 
not the Patience and Condeſcenſion of your Fleawenly 
Father ſend to you his Miniſters Sabbath after Sabbath, 
frequently inculcating the /ame Things, that what you 
have forgot may be brought to Mind again? Thus ſhould 
you do by thoſe committed to your Care. 5 TM 

Be teaching them every Sabbath: That is remark- 
ably a good Day for the Purpoſe. Then you have 
Leiſure for it; then you have peculiar Advantage to 
purſue the Work; then you are furniſhed with fome 
new Matter by what you have heard in Paublick ; 
and I would hope, your Spirits are then guickened by 
it, ſo that you can ſpeak out of the Abundance of your 
Heart; and you may, by diſcourſing with them on 
what has been addreſſed to you, revive the Impreſſion 
on your own Souls. 

I app, Be teaching them very Day, by occaſeynal 
Di ſcourſes, when you have not an Opportunity of de- 
ing it by ſated Addreſſes, Drop a Word for Gos 
every Day, and often in a Day. You will probably 
find your Account in it, and your Children theirs, A 
ſadirn Glance of Thought rwards GOD in the Midſt 


C 6 | of 


(r) Thai. xxviii, 9, v0, 


he 


* 
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of the World is often @ great Refreoment to the Chriſ 
tian; and a ſudden Turn to ſomething /erious and i- 
ritual in Converſation, is frequently very edihing to 

others. It ſtrikes the Memory and the Heart, and is, 
perhaps, as @ Nail fixed in a ſure Place (s), when 
many a ſolemn Aadmonition, and many an elaborate Ser- 
mon is loſt. It is with Pleaſure that I frequently hear 
good Chriſtians ſpeaking of ſuch occaſſona ] Hints, which 
have been dropped by Saints of the former Generation: 
Thoſe tranſient Paſſages, which the pious Parents might {| 

forget in a few Moments, their Children have diſtinctly 
remembered for many future Years, and repeated for 
their own Edification, and I might add for mine. Let 
this therefore be an Encouragement to you; and in this 
Reſpect, in the Morning ſoau this precious Seed, and 
in the Evening <vithhold not your Hand, ſince you 
fnoww not whether Shall proſper, or whether both ſhall be 

_ e/ike good(t). 

On more, let me intreat you to repeat your pious 
Inſtructions and Admonitiont, even though your Chil. 
dren ſhould grow up to Years of Maturity, without 
appearing to Profit by them. Say not, that you can 
teach them 20 more than they already knoav; or, that 
you can try 2 new Methods which you have not 
already attempted. You ſee, that, in our Aſſemblies, 
Gop often brings back Souls to himſelf, by /erting 
home on the Conſcience Truths, which, with Regard 
to the ſpeculative Part of them, hey know as well as 
their Teachers; and adds a Divine Efficacy to 2ho/e 
Hnflitutions, which, for a og Succeſſion of Years, 
they had attended in vain. not therefore aveary 
in Well-doing (u); but let Patience, in this Inſtance, 
have its perfect Work (w). 

Thus let your Children be inſtructed plainly, ſeri- 
eu/ly, tenderly, and patiently ; I wave ſome other Par- 
t:c:lars, which" I might have added to theſe, con- 
cerning the Manner of inſtructing them, becauſe I ap- 
prehend they will more properly fall under the Second 
Branch of theſe Directions: Where I am further to ad- 


vide you, 


II. As 


(s) Ifai. xxii, 233 (t) Eecleſ. xi, 6. (v) Gal. vi. 9. 
ka. . 4. 


Ser. III. On the Education of Children. 61 


II. As to the Precautions you muſt uſe, if you 
deſire that theſe Attempts in the Religious Education of 
your Children may be attended with Szcce/5. 4 


HERE I would particularly adviſe,—that 4 prudent 
Care be taken to keep up your Authority over them, — 
and at the ſame Time to engage their Afetions to 
you 3 —that you be ſollicitous to keep them out of the + 
| Way of Temptation; — that you confirm your Admoni- 
tions by a ſuitable Example ; — that you chearfully 
accept of proper Aſſiſtances in this important Attempt ; 
—and that you humbly and conſtantly leo up to GOD 
for his Bleſing on all. | 


1. Ir we deſire to ſucceed in our Attempts for the 
Religious Education of our Children, we muſt take 
Care to keep up our Authority over them. 


To this Purpoſe, we muſt avoid, not only what 
is groſely vicious and criminal, (which will more pro- 
* 4 be mentioned under a following Head,) but alſo |}! 
thoſe little Levities and Follies which might make us | 
appear contemptible to. them. Whatever Liberties we | 
may take with thoſe who are our Equals in Age and 
Station, a more exact Decorum is to be preſerved be- 
fore our Children. Thus we are to reverence them, if | 

| 


we deſire they ſhould reverence us“; for, as Dx, Til- 
lotfon very juſtly obſerves, © there is a certain Free- 
% dom of Converſation, wh ch is only preper amongſt 
«« Equals in Age and Quality, which if we uſe before 
* our Superiors we ſeem to deſpiſe them, and if we 
© do it before our Iferiors, we teach them to de- 
«c Jpiſe us I.” : 

I wiLL not inſiſt on this Hint, which your .own 
Prudence muſt accommodate to particular Circumſtances ; - 
but ſhall here introduce the Mention of Correction, 
which, in ſome Caſes, may be abſolutely neceſſary to 
the Support of Parental Authority, eſpecially where 
Admonitions and Counſels are lighted. 


* 
— ow 
8 


You 


* Maxima debetur Puero Reverentia. - Juven, Sat. xiv, v. 47. 
+ Tillotſonꝭ Serm. Vel. 1. pag. 341. 
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You know, that the Scriptures expreſsly require it 
on proper Occafions ; and Solomon, in particular, enlarges 
on the Head, and ſuggeſts ſome important Thoughts 
with Regard to it. Fooliſhneſs (ſays he) is bound up in 
the Heart of a Child, but the Rod of Correction ſhall 
drive it far from him (x). Nay, he ſpeaks of it as a 
Matter in which Life is concerned, even the Life of the 
Soul: Withhold not Correction from a Child; for if 
thou beat him with the Rod, he ſhall not die: Thou 
ſhalt beat him with the Rod, and ſhalt deliver his Soul 
from Hell (y). And is it Kindneſs, or Cruelty, in a 
Parent, to ſpare the Fleſh to the Hazard of the Soul? 
Parents are therefore exhorted to an early Care in this 
Reſpect, leſt vicious Habits growing inveterate ſhould 
render the Attempt wain or hurtful ; and they are 
cautioned againſt that foolr/p Tenderneſs, which would 
lead them to regard the Tears of a Child, rather than 
his trueſt and higheſt Intereſt. Corre# thy Son while 
there is Hope, and let not thy Soul ſpare for his CH- 
ing (z) : He that fpareth the Rod, hateth his Son; but 
he that loweth him, chaſleneth him betimes (a). Nor 
can we imagine a more lively Commentary on the Words 
than the melancholy Story of Eli, who, though he was 
a very eminent Saint in a degenerate Age, yet erred 
here, and by a fatal Indulgence, brought Ruin, as well 
as Infamy, on himſelf and his Family. He reproved 
the abominable Wickedneſs of his Sons; but did not 
make uſe of tho/e ſcwere Methods, which, in ſuch a 
Caſe, the Authority of a Parent might have warranted, 
and the Office of a Fudge did undoubtedly require. 
Obſerve the Sentence which Gon pronounced againſt 


him for it, and which he executed upon him in a very 


awful manner. The LORD ſaid unto Samuel, Behold, 
I wwill do a Thing in Iſrael, at which both the Ears 
of every one that heareth it ſhall tingle: In that Day 
4 will perform againfi Eli all Things cubich I hae ſpoken 
concerning his Houſe ; when I begin, I avill alſo make 
an End. For I hawe told him, that I will judge his 
Houſe for ever, for the Iniquity which he knoweth ; becauſe 
his Sons made themſelves wile, and he reſtrained them 

not : 


(x) Prov, xxii. 15. (5) Prov, Miii. 13, 14. (x) Prov, xix. 18. 
(a) Prov. x111, 24. 
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not: And therefore 1 bawde ſworn unto the Houſe of Eli, 
that the Iniguity of Elis Houſe ſhall nat be purged with 
Sacrifice nor Offering for ever (b). Take heed, I in- 
treat you, as you love your Children, as you love your- 
ſelves, that it may not be ſaid of you, that yours have 
made themſelves wile, and you have neglected to reftrain 
them. Let Mothers, in particular, take heed, that they 
do not, as it were, /mother their Children in their 
Embraces; as a French Author ſmartly expreſſes it.“ 
And let me remind you all pry” to be cautious, 
that the Arms of one Parent, be not a Refuge to the Chil- 
dren from the Reſentment of the other. Both ſhould 
appear to act in Concert, or the A of the one 
will be deſpi/ed, and probably the Indulgence of the 
other abuſed, and the mutual Affection of both endan- 


gered. 


I cannoT fay, that I enlarge on this Subject with 


Pleaſure ; but how could I have anſwered for the Omi ſ- 
fon of what is ſo copiouſly and ſo pathetically incul- 
cated in the Sacred Writings? It 1s indeed probable, 
that the rugged and ſerwile Temper of the Generality of 
the Jeabiſb Nation, might render a ſevere Diſcipline 
peculiarly aeceſſary for their Children; yet I fear, there 
are few of our Families, where every Thing of this Kind 
can ſafely be neg/efed. But, after all, I would by no 
means drive Matters to Extremities ; and therefore can- 
not perſuade myſelf to diſmiſs the Head without a Cau- 
tion or two. Take heed, —that your Corrections be not 
too frequent, —or too ſevere, —and that they be not giver 
in an unbecoming Manner. 

Ir your Corrections be too frequent, it will probably 
ſpoil much of the Succeſs. Your Children, like Tron, 
will harden under repeated Strokes; and that ingenuous 
Shame will be gradually worn off, which adds the greateſt 
Sting to what they ſuffer from a Parent's Hand. And 
there will be this farther Inconvenience attending it, that 
there will not be @ due Difference made, between great 
and /mall Faults. The Laws of Draco the Athenian were 
juſtly rejected, becauſe they puniſbed all Crimes alike, and 
made the fealing of an Apple Capital, as well as the 

| Murther 


| (b) 1 Sam. iii. 11,---14, 


* Superville, Serm. Vel. iii. pag. 374. 
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Murther of a Citizen. You, on the contrary, ſhould let 
Jour Children ſee, that you know how to di/tingui/h be- 
tween Indiſcretion and Wickedneſs ; and ſhould your/elves 
appear moft diſpleaſed, where you have Reaſon to believe 
that God is ſo. 
No ſhould your Correction, at any Time be zoo / 
vere. It is very prettily ſaid by Dr. Tillotſon on this 
Occaſion, ©* that Whips are not the Cords of a Man- 
They ſhould be »/ed in a Family, only (as the Sword 
in the Republick) as the /aft Remedy, when all others 
have been tried in vain; and then ſhould be % uſed, 
as that we may appear to imitate the Compaſſion of 
our Heavenly Father, who doth not affliit willingly, 
nor grieve the Children of Men (c). 

Wuicn leads me to add, that we ſhould be greatly 
cautious, that Correction be not inflited in an unbe- 
coming Manner: And it always is ſo, when it is given 
in a Paſſton. A Parent's correcting his Child ſhould 
be regarded as an Act of domeſtick Fuftice, which there- 
fore ſhould be adminiſtred with a due Solemnity and 
Decorum; and to behave otherwiſe on the Occaſion, 


is almoſt as great an Iudecency, as for a 7 to paſs 
Sentence in 4 Rage. It is injurious to ourſelves, as it 


tends to ſpoil our own Temper ; for Peeviſhne/s and 
Paſſion will grows upon us, by being indulged towards 
thoſe who dare not oppoſe them: And it is on many 
Accounts injurious to our Children. Solomon intimates, 
that Correction and [n/irution ſhould be joined, when 
he ſays, The Rod and Reprogf give Wiſdom (d). But 
what Room is there for the ill Voice of #7/dom to 


be heard in a Storm of Fury? If your Children ſee, 


that you ad calmly and mildly; if they read parental 
Tenderneſs in your Heart, through an awful Frown 
on your Brow ; if they perceive that Correction is your 
ftrange Work, a Violence which you offer to yourſelves 


from a Principle of Duty to GOD and Aection to- 


them ; they muſt be obdurate indeed; if they do not 
receive it with Rewerence and Lowe; for this is both 
a wenerable and an amiable Character. But if once 
they imagine, that you iii, them merely to went 


your Paſſion, and gratify your Riſentments, they will 


ſecretly 
e) Lam. iii, 33. (4) Prov, xxix, 14, | 
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ſecretly deſpiſe, and perhaps hate you for it : In that 
Inſtance at leaſt, they will Joo upon you as their Ene- 
mies, and may, by a continued Courſe of /uch Severities, 
contract an Awver/ion, not only to you, but fo all that 
you recommend to them. Thus you may /ofſe your Au- 
thority and your Influence, by the wery Method you take 
to ſupport it, and may turn a <wholeJome, though bitter 
Medicine, into Poiſon. But I hope and truſt, that your 


Humanity and your Prudence will concur to prevent fo 
| fatal an Abuſe, 


2. Ir you deſire Succeſs in your Attempts for the 
Education of your Children, you muſt be careful to 
ſecure their Aﬀettion to you. 


Oux Lord obſerves, that if any Man love him, he 
evill Reep his Nord (e); and the Aſſertion is applicable 
to the preſent Caſe: The more your Children love you, 
the more will they regard your Inſtructions and Ad- 
monitions. Go p has indeed made it their Duty to lowe you, 
and the moſt indiſpenſible Laws of Gratitude require 
it; yet ſince % many Children are evidently w¾anting 
in filial Affection, it is certain that all this may not 
fecure it in yours, unleſs you add à tender obl*2ing Beha- 
viour, to all the other Benefits you have conferred upon 
them. I obſerved, under a former Head, that you ſhould 
addreſs them in an affectionate Manner when diſcour- 
ſing on religious Subjects: but now I add, that you ſhould 
carry the — through Life, and be daily endeavour- 
ing to render yourſelves amiable to them. The Apoſtle 
cautions Parents, that they ſhould not proveke their 
Children to Wrath (f), if they would bring them up in 
the Nurture and Admonition of the LORD: On the 
contrary, you ſhould put on the kindeft Looks, you ſhould 
uſe the moſt endearing and condeſcending Language ; you 1 
ſhould overlook many little Failings, and expreſs a high | 
Complacency in what is really regular and laudable in 
their Behaviour. And though you muſt ſometimes over- | 
rule their Defires, when impatiently eager, yet far from | 

| 
| 


delighting generally ta cro/s them, you ſhould rather 
udy their Inclinations, that you may ſurprize them 

with i 
(e) John xiv, 23, Y Eph. vi. 4. i} 
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with unexpected Favours, Thus will they learn quietly 
to refer themſelves to your Gare, and will more eaſily 


ſubmit to Mortification and Denial, when it is not 


made neceſſary by clamorous and impetuous Demanas. 
On the whole, you ſhould endeavour to behawe hoe, as 
that your Children may love yornr Company, and of Choice 
be much in it ; which will preſerve them from innume- 
rable Snares, and may furniſh you with many Opportu- 


nities. of forming their Temper and Behawiour, by im- 


perceptible Degrees, to what may be decent, amiable, 
and excellent“. 

Ir you manage theſe Things with Prudence, you 
need not fear, that a Condeſcenfions, as I have now re- 
commended, will ;77zpa:zr your Authority; far from that, 
they will rather abliſb it. The Superiority of your 
Parental Character may be maintained in the Midft 
of theſe Iadulgences; and when it is thus attempered, 
it is moſt like to produce that Mixture of Rewerence 
and Lowe, by which the Obedience of a Child is to 
be diſtinguiſhed from that of a Slave. | 


3. You muſt be ſollicitous to keep your Children 
out of the Way of Temptation, if you would fee the 
* Succeſs of your Care in their Education. 


Ir you are not on your Guard here, you will pro- 
bably throw down what you have built, and build up 
that which you been endeavouring to deſtroy. An early 
Care muſt be taken, to keep them from the Occaſions, 
and the very Appearances of Evil, We would not ven- 
ture their Infant-Steps on the Brink of a Precipice, 
on which grown Perſons, who know how to adjuſt 
the Poiſe of their Bodies, may walk without extreme 
Danger. More hazardous might it be, to allow them 
to trifle with Temptations, and boldly to venture to 


the wutmoſl Limits of that which is /awyful, An early 


Tenderneſs of Conſcience may be a great Preſervative ; 
and the Exce/5 of Strifneſs, (though no Exceſs be 
defirable;) may prove much ſafer than an Exce/s of Li- 


berty. 
| Bad 


* In Parentibus wero quam plurimum eſſe Educationis 2ptaverim, 
Quintil. «bi ſupra: 
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Ba D Company is undoubtedly one of the a formi- 
dable and pernicious Entanglements. By forming Friend- 

ips with Perſons of a vicious Character, many a hope- 
ful Youth has learnt their Ways, and found a fatal Snare 
to his Soul (g). You ſhould be very watchful to pre- 
went their contracting ſuch dangerous Friendſbips; and 
where you diſcover any thing of that Kind, ſhould en- 
deayour, by all gentle and endearing Methods, to draw 
them off from them; but if they ſtill perſiſt, you muſt 
reſolve to cut the Knot you cannot untie, and let your 
Children know, that they muſt either renounce their 
Aſſociates, or their Parents, One reſolute Step of this 

ind might have prevented the Ruin of Multitudes, who 
have fallen a Sacrifice to the Importunities of wicked 
Companions, and the weak Indulgence of imprudent Pa- 


rents; who have contented themſelves with 6/aming, 


what they ought ſtrenuouſly to have redre/ed. 


ALL bad Company is, in this Reſpect, formidable; but 


that is moſt evidently ſo, which is to be found at Home. 


Great Care ought therefore to be taken, that you ad- _ 


mit none into your Families, who may debauch the ten- 
der Minds of your Children, by pernicious Opinions, or 
by vicious Prafices*, This is a Caution which ſhould 
be particularly remembered, in the. Caſe of Servants. 


Take heed you do not bring into your Families. ſuch 


as may diffuſe Infection through the Souls of your dear 
Ofpring. It is a thouſand Times better to put up with 
ſome Inconweniences and Diſadvantages, when you have 


Reaſon to believe a Servant fears GOD, and will from 
a Principle of Conſcience be faithful in watching over your 


Children, and in ſeconding your religious Care in their Edu- 
cation; than to prefer ſuch, as while they are, perhaps, 
managing your Temporal Affairs ſomething better, may 
pervert your Children to the Service of the Devil. I 
fear, ſome Parents little think, how much ſecret Mig 
chief theſe baſe Creatures are doing. And it is very 
poſſible, that if /ame of you recollect what you may have 
obſerved amongſt the Companions of your Childhood, you 

may 


Ce) Prov. xxii. 25. 
* Nil dictu fædum, viſugue, hac Limina tangat, 
Intra que Puer eſt. 
Juv. Sat. xiv. v. 44, 45. 
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may find In/lances of this Nature, which riper Years 
have not ſince given you Opportunity to diſcover. See 
. it therefore, that you be diligently on your Guard 
ere. 

Ac Alx: If you ſend your Children to Places of Edu- 
cation, be greatly cautious in your Choice of them. 
Dearly will you purchaſe the 133 Adwantages for 
Learning, at the Expence of thoſe of a Religious ; Kan 
And I will turn out of my Way to add, that Schoo/- 
Maſters and Tutors will have a dreadful Account to 

ive, if they are not faithfully and tenderly ſollicitogs 
fer the Souls of thoſe committed to their Care. The 
Lo xD pardon our many Defets. here, and quicken us to 
greater Diligence and Zeal /—PBut to return: 

Give me leave only to add, that it is of the higheft 
Importance, if you would not have all your Labour in 
the Education of your Children loſt, that you ſhould be 


| greatly cautious with regard to their Settlement in the 


orld. Apprenticeſhips and Marriages, into irreligious 


Families, have been the known Sources of innumerable 
 Ewils. They, who have expoſed the Souls of their Chil- 


dren to apparent Danger, for the ſake of ſome ſecular 
Advantages, have often lived to ſee them drawn afide 
to Practices ruinous to their Temporal, as well as their 
Eternal Interefls, Thus their own Iniquity has remark- 
ably corrected them (h): And I heartily pray, that zhe 
God of this World may never be permitted thus to 
Blind your Eyes (i) ; but that you, my Friends, may learn, 
from the Calamities of other Families, that wholeſome 
Leſſon, which, if you negle& it, others may perhaps 


. hHereafter learn from the Ruin of yours. 


4. SEE to it, that you confirm your Admonitions by 
a ſuitable Example, if you defire on the whole 
that they ſhould prove u/eful to your Children. 


A Consctousness of the [rrepularity of our own 
Behaviour, in any remarkable Inſtances which may fall 
under their Obſervation, will probably abate much of 
that Force and Authority with which we might * 

wiſe 
(5) Jer. ii; 19. (i) 2 Cor, iv. 4. 
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wiſe addreſs them“. When we know they may juſtly 
retort upon us, at leaſt in their Minds, thoſe Words of 
the Apoſtle, Thou that teacheſt another, teacheſi thou 
not thyſelf (k)? ſurely a Senſe of Guilt and of Shame 
muſt either entirely fence us, or at leaſt impair that 


Freedom and Confidence, with which we might other- | 


wiſe have exhorted or rebuked. 

Or had we ſo much Compoſure and Aſſurance, as 
to put on all the Forms of Innocence and Virtue, could 
we expect Regard, when our Actions contradicted our 
Diſcourſes, or hope they ſhould reverence Inflrufions, 


which their Teachers themſelves appear to deſpiſe? It is 


in the general true, that there is 2 /i/ent, but powerful 
Oratory in Example, beyond the Force of the moft ele- 
ant and expreſſive Wards; and the Example of Parents 
as often a peculiar Weight with their Children ;; which 
ſeems to be alluded to in that Exhortation of St. Paul, 
Be ye Followers (or Imitators) of GOD, as dear Chil- 
dren (). So that on the whole, as a very celebrated 
Writer well expreſſes ith, ©* To give Children good 
« Infirution, and a bad Example, is but beckoning 
„ to them «avith the Head to ſhew them the Way to 
Heaven, while we take them by the Hand, and lead 
« them in the Way to Hell.” We ſhould therefore 
moſt heartily concur in David's Reſolution, as ever 
we hope our Families ſhould be religious and happy : 
J ill behave myſelf wiſely in a perfect Way; I will 
walk within my Houſe with a perfect Heart (m). 


5. CHEARFULLY accept of all proper Afſitances in 
the Education of your Children, if you deſire it may 
ſucceed cell. 


IT 


nde tibi Frontem Libertatemque Parentis, 
Cum facis pejora Senex === = 


() Rom. ii. 21. 
1 ——— Velocium & citius nos 
Carrumpunt vitiorum Exempla domeſtica, magnis 
Cum ſubeunt animos Auctoribus.—-— | 
uv. Sat. xiv. v. 31,33. 


l 
(7) Eph. v. 1, & Tilhrjor, Vol. I. p. 531, () Pal, ci. 2. 


Juv. Sat. xiv. . 56, 57. 
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Ir will be your Wiſdom to accept of the Affiftance, 
which may be offered, either from Books, or Friends. 

Boos may in this Reſpe& be very v/efu/ to you: 
the Book of G OD above all; both to furniſh you with 
Materials for this great Work, and to inſtru you in 
the Manner of E it. Other Writings may be 
ſubſervient to this Purpole. Wiſe and pious Treati/es 


on the Subject of Education may be read with great 


Pleaſure and Advantage; and you may receive ſingu- 
lar 4/*/ance from thoſe Catechi/ms, and Prayers, and 
Songs for Children, with which moſt of your Families 
are now furniſhed, though the Condeſcenſion of one wa- 
luable Friend * in writing them, and the Generoſity 
of another in beſtowing them upon us. I hope you 
will expreſs your Thankfulneſs to both, by a diligent Care 
to w/e them; and I perſuade myſelf, that you and yours 
may abundantly find your Account in them ; for while 
the Language is ſo plain and eaſy, that even an In- 
fant may underſtand it, you will often find, not only 
a Propriety, but a Strength and Sublimity in the Sen- 
timents, which may be improving to Perſons of ad- 
wanced Capacities. There is much of that Milk, by 
which ſrong Men may be entertained and nouriſhed. 

I app, that in this important Work, you ſhould 
gladly embrace the A/ifance of pious and prudent Friends. 
I can by no means approve that Lacedemonian Laa, 
which gave every Citizen a Power of correcting his Neigh. 
bour's Children, and made it infamous for the Parent 
to complain of it: Yet we muſt all allow, that con- 
ſidering the great Importance of Education, a Concern 
for the Happineſs of Families and the Publick, will 
require a mutual Watchfulneſs over each other in this 
Reſpect; nor is there any imaginable Reaſon to exclude 
this from the Number of thoſe Heads, on which we 
are to admoniſh one another (n), and to conſider each 
other to provoke unto good Works (o). 

Nori ſeems more evident than this; and one 
would ſuppoſe, that Perſons, who are acquainted with 
Human Nature, ſhould ſuſpect, that Se,. Lowe might 
work under this Form, and that they might be a little 

blinded 
* Dr, Jaae Watts (») Col, iii, 16. (e) Heb. x, 24. 


— 
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blinded by a partial Affection to their Offspring. Such 
a Reflection might engage them at leaſt patiently, or 
rather thankfully, to hear the Sentiments, and receive 
the Admonitions of their Friends on this Head. But 
inſtead of this, there is in many People a Kind of Pa- 
rental Pride, (if J may be allowed the Expreſſion,) 
which ſeldom fails to exert itfelf on ſuch an Occaſion. 
They are ſo confident in their own Way, and do ſo 

magiſterially deſpiſe the Opinion of others, that one would 
almoſt imagine, they took it for granted, that with 
every Child, Nature had given to the Parent, a cer- 
tain Stock of infallible Wiſdom for the Management of 
it; or that, if they thought otherwiſe, they rather choſe 
their Children ſhould be ruined by their own Conduct, 
than ſaved by any fFreign Advice. If this Arrogance 
only rendered the Parents ridiculous, one ſhould not 
need to be greatly concerned about it ; eſpecially as their 
high Complacency in themſelves would make them eaſy, 
whatever others might think or ſay of them: But when 
we conſider the unhappy Con/equences it may produce, 
with Regard to the Temper and Conduct of the Rifing 
Generation, it will appear a very ſerious Evil, well 
worthy a particular Mention, and a particular Care to 
guard againſt it. : 

As for the Afiftance of Miniſters in this Work of Edu- 
cation, J perſuade myſelf, you will be ſo wiſe as thank- 
fully to embrace it, both in publick and private; and 
let me urge you to imp it to the utmoſt. Accuſtom 
vour Children to an early Conſtancy and Seriouſneſs in 
attending Divine Ordinances, and be often yourſelves 
enquiring, and give xs leave ſometimes to enquire, Hoa 
they advance in Acquaintance with Religion, and in 
Love to it. And more particularly let them attend 
on our Catechetical Lectures, which are peculiarly in- 
tended for their Serwice. h 

I BLEss Gop, I have ſeen the happy Efe, of this 
Exerciſe, both in the Places where I was educated 
whilſt a Child*, and in thoſe where I was formerly 


fixed ; 


* Kingſton, and St. Albans, On the Mention of which, I cannot 
torbear returning my publick Thanks to my Reverend and worthy 
Friends Mr. Mayo and Mr, Clark, for the many excellent Inftruc - 


tions 
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fixed; and as I am now introducing it among you, with 
an Intent to continue it as long as f am capable of pub- 
lick Service, I promiſe myſelf your moſt hearty Con- 
currence in it. I will not at large inſiſt on the Ad. 
vantages which may attend it. You eaſily ſee, that 
it will be an Engagement to the Children to learn thoſe 


excellent Summaries of Divine Truth, when their Pro- 


e/s in them is ſo often examined: By repeating it 
themſelves, and hearing it rehearſed by others, it will 
be more deeply fixed upon their Memories: The Expo- 
pofition of it in a plain and familiar Manner may much 
improve their Underſtandings in the Doctrines and Du- 
ties of Religion: And I will add, you that are Parents 
may, by attending on theſe Occaſions, poſſibly learn 
ſomething as to the Way of opening and explaining 
Things, which you may ſucceſsfully practiſè at Home. 
In Conſequence of all we may hope, that, by the 
Divine Bleſſing, ſome good Impreſſions may be made on 
the Minds of Children. And when they find @ Mi- 
niſter willing to take Pains to inſtruct them, when they 
hear him ſeriouſly and tenderly pleading with them, 
and pleading with GOD for them, it may much en- 
gage their Aﬀettions to him, and ſo promote his Uſe- 


Ffalneſs amongſt them, in other Ordinances, and in fu- 


ture Years. And give me leave to ſay upon this Head, 
that as no wiſe and good Miniſter will think it beneath 
him, to defire the Afection of the Children of his Con- 
gregation ; ſo it is the Duty of Parents to cheriſh in 
their Offspring, Sentiments of Reſpect and Lowe to all 
the faithful Miniſters of Cur1sT, and eſpecially to- 
wards thoſe who ſtatedly labour amongſt them. What- 
ever Miſtakes you may diſcover in our Conduct, or what- 
ever Deficiencies in our Publick Miniftrations, you ſhould 
ſtudy to conceal them from the Notice of your Children; 
leſt they ſhould grow up in a Contempt of thoſe, whole Ser- 
vices might otherwiſe be highly advantageous to them. 


6. LasTLy, 


tions they gave me, both in publick and private, when under 
their miniſterial Care in the Years of Childbood, As I would always re- 
tain a grateful and affectionate Remembrance of it, I cannot but 
pray, that tbe like Care may be as much the Practice, as it is the 
Duty, of their Brethren of every Deneminat'on. 
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6. LasTLY, Be earneſt in Prayer to GOD for bis 
Bleffing on your Attempts in the Education of your 
Children, if you deſire to ſee them /ucce/5ful, 


Tuts I would leave with you as my lat Advice; and 
though I have had frequent Occaſion to hint at 7t before, 
J would 7owv more particularly arge it on your attentive 
Regard. Gop is the Author of every. good and eve 
per feet Gift (p); it is He, that has formed the Mind and 


the Tongue, and that teaches Man Knowledge and Ad- 
dreſs {g). On Him therefore muſt you fix your Depen- 
dance, to teach you ſo to conceive of Divine Things, 


and ſo to expreſs your Conceptions of them, as may 
be moſt ſuited to the Capacities, the Diſpoſitions, and 
the Circumſtances of your Children; and to him you 
muſt look to teach them to profit by all (r), by his Al- 
mighty Grace to open their Ear unto Diſcipline (s), and 
to bow their Heart unto Underflanding (t). 

A HEATHEN Poet could teach the Romans, in a 
Form of publick and ſolemn Devotion, to o wp te 
Heaven for Influences from thence, to form their Youth 
to the Love and Practice of Virtue . Surely you, my 
Friends, are under much greater Obligations to do it, 
and that in a Chriſtian Manner ; earneſtly intreating 
the GOD of Grace, to ſend down on your ri///vg Of- 
ſpring the Effuſions of that Bleſſed Spa Ir, which was 
purchaſed by the Blood of CR Is, and is depoſited in 
his compaſſionate Hand. If ho have taſted that the 
LORD i, gracivus (u), you are daily living on heſ⸗ 
Supplies; let it be your conſtant Errand at the Throne 
of Grace, to plead far your Children there. Nreſtle auith 
GOD in ſecret, for the Life of their Souls, and for thoſe 
regenerating Influences oꝶ Which it depends; and in thoſe 
Family Devotions, which F hope you dare not neglect, 
let the /zzt/e Ones, from their earlieſt Infancy, have a 
Share in your Remembrance. You may humbly hope, 


that 
(p) Jam. i. 17. (7) Pſal. xciv. 10, (+) Ifai, xlwin. 37, 
{s) Job xxxvi. 10. (e) Prov. ii. 2. 
* Dt: banos Mores docili Juventæ 
Date. 


Hor, Car, Sec, ver, 45, 46. 


(u) 1 Pet, ii. 3. 
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that He, by whoſe Encouragement and Command you 
pray, will not ſuffer chef Supplications to be like Water 


ſpilt upon, the Graund; And, in the Nature of Things, 


4 


it may to tend to make. /erzoxr Impreſſions on the Minds 
of your Children, to hear their own Caſe mentioned in 


Prayer, and may diſpoſe them with greater Regard, to 


attend on what you ſay to them, when they find yon 
ſd frequently, ſo ſolemnly, and ſo tenderly pleading with 


GOD fo them. . oY | 
Dovar not that every faithful Minifler of CRIS＋ 
will moſt heartily concur avith you, in ſo great and ne- 


ceſſary a Requeſt. . May GO O return to our united Ad- 


dreſſes an Arfaver of Peace ! May he pour out his Spi- 
rit on our Seed, and his Bleffing on our Offspring, that 
they may grow up before him as M illoaus by the Water- 
Courſes (W); that they may be to their Parents for a 
Comfort, to the Church for a Support, and to our GOD 
for a Name and à Praiſe! AMEN. 


(40) Ifai, xliv, 3, 4. 


8 ER. 


SERMON IV. 
On the Education of CHILDREN. 


— 


Prov. XXII. 6. 


Train up a Child in the Way be ſhould go; and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it, 


e treating on this Subject of Education, I 
72 have * endeavoured, according to 
of my uſual Manner, to make my Diſcourſes 
as practical as I could. While I Was de- 
fſcribing, and recommending. the May, and 
offering my Advices, with regard to the Manner of con- 
ducting Children into it, moſt of what I ſaid under th 
Generals was an Application to you. T have therefore 
left myſelf the le to do here; yet I was not willing 
to conclude my Diſcourſes on a Subjeck, which it 15 
probable I ſhall never % largely reſume, without 


FourRTHLY, A particular Addreſs to my Hearers, 


according to your different Relations, and Characters in 
Life. 


Tx1s I promiſed as my fourth and la General, and 
I enter on it without farther Preface ; humbly begging, 
that G0 D, who has ſo intimate an Acceſs, to all our 
Hearts, would enable me to peak in the moſt awakenin 


and edifying. Manner; and that he would, by his Bleſſed = 
2 


SPIRIT, 
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SPIRIT, apply it to your Conſciences, that it may be 
as a Nail faſtened in a ſure Place (a); that hearing and 
Knowing theſe Things for yourſelves, you may hear and 


 #noxw them for your good (b). 
I wourp here particularly addre/s my/e/f,—firſt to - 


Parents, —then to Children, and — in the laſt Place, 
to thoſe young Perſons who are grown up to Years of 
Maturity, but not yet fixed in Families of their own. 


I. LET me addre/s my Diſcourſe to thoſe of you that 
are Parents; whether you have been negligent of the 
Duties I have now been urging, or through Grace have 
been careful in the Diſcharge of them. 


1. To thoſe who have been grofly negligent in this 
important Care. 


I nave here one Advantage not common to cvery 
Subject; I mean, that he guilty will immediately Anowu 
themſelves. When we apply ourſelves in general to un- 
converted Sinners, Janorance of the Nature of true Re- 
ligion, a Neglect of converſing with your own Souls, 
or the inſinuating Prejudices of Self- Lowe, may diſguiſe 
the true State of the Caſe, and teach People to ſpeak 
Peace to themſelves, under the moſt awful Denunciations 
of Wrath and Vengeance. But Here, one would ima- 
gine, that the Recollection of a few Moments might be 
(ufficient to determine the Caſe ; becauſe he Queſtion 
relates to pa Fad, and that not merely to one parti- 
cular Action, but to a long Train and Succeſſion of Labours 
'and Attempts. 

Now let yur Conſciences witneſs, whether J am 
guilty of a Breach ef Charity, when I take it for granted, 
t iat there are /ome mono ſt you, who have been, and are, 
Very negligent of the Duty I have now been enforcing ? 
Yau have probably contented yourſelves with teachin 
your Children to read, and ſetting them to learn, like 
Parrots, a Prayer, and, perhaps too, @ Catechiſm and 
'a Creed. But I appeal to your Conſciences, Have you 
trom the very Day of their Birth to this Time, ever 
ert ene Hour in ſeriouſly inſtructing them in the Know- 

Et | ledge 

(a) Thai, xxii, 23. (5) Job v. 27. Text and Margin, 
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ledge of GOD, and endeayouring to form them to 4:5 
Fear and Serwice; in ſetting before them the Miſery of 
their natural Condition, and urging them to apply to 
Car1sT for Life and Salvation; in repreſenting the 
Solemnities of Death, and Fudgment, and the Eternal 
World, and urging an immediate and diligent Prepara- 
tion for them? Where is the Time, where the Place, 
that can witneſs, that you have been pouring out your 
Souls before Go b on their Account, and æoreſiling ævith 
him for their Lives, as knowing they mult peri for ever, 
without the Righteouſneſs of his Son, and the Grace of 
his SPIRIT? Where, or when, have you thus prayed 
with them, or for them? What Sermon have you heard, 
what Scripture have you read, with this Thought, This 
„will I carry to my Children, and communicate to 
«© them as the Food of their Souls?“ I fear, there are 
ſeveral of you that have been / far from doing it, that 
you have hardly ever /eriou/ly thought of it as a Thing 
to be done. | 8 

Ax p I would aſk, Why have you n9t thought of it, 
and why have you rot done it? Are theſe Creatures 
that you have produced, like the other Animals of your 
Houſes or your Field, mere animated Syſtems of Fleſh 
and Blood, made to take a Turn in Life for a few Days 
and Months, and then to fink into everlaſting Forgetſul- 
neſs? Or are they rational and immortal Creatures, that 
mult exif? for ever in Heaven, or in Hell? This is not a 
Matter of Doubt with you; and yet you behave, as if 
the very contrary to what you believe were evident cer- 
tain Truth, In ſhort, it is the moſt barbarous Part 
you act, and more like that of an Enemy than a Pa- 
rent. | 

IT is not that you are inſenſible of the Workings of 
Parental Tenderneſs, No, far from that, it may perhaps 
ſometimes riſe to a weak and criminal Dotage ; yet I ropns 
it again, you are acting a hoflile and barbarous Part. You 
are greatly /o//icitous for their Temporal Happineſs. For 
this you /abour and watch ; for this you deny yourſelves 
many an Enjoyment, and ſubje& yourſelves to many an 
uneaſy Circumſtance : But, alas! Sirs, where is the real 
Friendjip of all this, while the precious Soul is neglected? 
Your Children are bory with a corrupted Nature, per- 
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verted by fu Examples, ignorant of GOD, in a State 
of growing Enmity to him, and, in conſequence of all, 
expoſed to his Wrath and Cur/e, and in the Way to 
1 Ruin: In the mean time it is your great Care, 
that they may paſs through his precarious, momentary 
Life, in Eaſe and Pleaſure, perhaps in Abundance and. 
Grandeur; that is, in ſuch Circumſtances, as will pro- 
bably /ull them into a Forgetfulneſs of their Danger, till 
there be no more Hope. How cruel a Kindneſs ! 

IT brings to my Mind the Account which an anci- 
ent Writer * gives of the old Carthaginians, which I 
can never recolle& without great Emotion. He is ſpeak- 
ing of that diabolical Cuſtom which ſo long prevailed 
amongſt them, of of2ring their Children to a deteſtable 
Lol, which was formed in ſuch a Manner, that as 
Infant put into its Hands, which were ſtretched out 
to receive it, would immediately fall into a Gulf of 
Fire F. He adds a Circumſtance, which one cannot 
mention without Horror; that: h Mothers, who wihy 
their own Hands preſented the Iitile Innocents, though 
it an unfortunate Omen that the YVi#im ſhould be / 
fered weeping ; and therefore uſed. a great many fond 
Artifices to divert it, that ſoothed by the Ki, and 
Careſſes of a Parent, it might ſmile in the dreadful Mo- 
ment in which it was to be given up to the Idol 5. 
Pardon me, my Friends; ſuch is your Parental Care 
and Love; ſuch your Concern for the preſent. Eaſe and 
Proſperity of your Children, while their Sauls are neg- 
lected: A fond Solicitude, that they may paſs ſmiling into, 
the Hands of the Deſtroyer ! 

You know, with what ja Severity Gon reckons 
with the Hraelites for their abominable Wickedneſs, 
in taking his Sons and his Daughters, (for ſo he calls. 
the Children of his profeſling People,) and ſacrificing 
them to be devoured (c): And can you ſuppoſe, he will 
take no notice of the annatural Neglect of yours. Not 


to 
* Minutius Felix. ; 
+ Diodor, Sic. lib, xx. cap. 14. Euſeb, Prap. Evang. lib. iv. 


Cap. 7. 

& Blanditits & Oſculis comprimente Vagitum, ne flebilis Hoſtia 
immoletur. Minut. Fel. Oftav, F. 30. pag. 57. Tertull, Apel. 
cap. Its | 

(e) Ezek, xvi, 20, 21. 
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to endeavour to ſave, is to deſtrey; and is it @ Lille 
Guilt, when an immortal Soul is in queſtion ? You pro- 
bably remember thoſe terrible Words in Ezekiel ; (may 
they be deeply inſcribed on the Hearts of all whom 
they concern !) Son of Man, I hade made thee a Watch- 
man to the Houſe of Iſrael, therefore hear thou the Word 
from my Mouth, and give them Warning from me ;—and if 
thou ſpeakeſft not to warn the Wicked from his wicked Way, 
to ſave his Life, the ſame wicked Man fhall die in his 
Iniguity, but his Blood will I require at thine Hand (d). 
If ever you read this Paſſage with Attention, you mutt 
own it is exceedingly awful, and mult be ready to ſay, 
„ The Loxp be merciful to Miniſters! They have 
& a ſolemn Account to give.“ Indeed they have; and 
we thank you, if you ever beſtow a compaſſionate Thought 
and Prayer upon us. But permit me to-remind you, 
that though it be our Caſe, it is not ours alone; you 
have likewiſe your Share. in it. Your Children are much 
more immediately committed to your Care, than you and 
they are committed to ours ; and, by all Parity of Reaſon, 
if they periſh in their Iniquities, while you negle to 
give them Warning, their Bload quill be required at 
your Hand, © „„ 

Axp when Gop comes to make Inguiſition e that 
Blood, how will you be able to endure it? That aw- 
ful Day will open upon you, and the Tribunal of GOD, 
in all its Terrors, will ſtand unveiled before you. Give 
me leave to direct your Eyes to it in this diffant Pro- 
27257 while there is yt room to mitigate thoſe Terrors. 

f you go on in this cruel Negligence of the Souls of 
your Childrex, how will you dare to meet. them at that 
Judgment Scat? How will you be able to aner the 
great FATHER of Spirits, when expoſtulating with you 
on account of his Offipring, as well as yours, who have 
been betrayed and ruined 2 your Neglect? ©* Inhuman 
Creatures, (may He juſtly. ſay,) to whom ſhould 


„ I have committed the Care of them, rather than to 


you; Did they not, by my Appointment, derive their 

*+ Being from you? Did I not implant in your Hearts 

*© the natural Afections of Parents towards them? And 

do increaſe the Obligation, did they not paſs thro! the 
3 * 


tender 


( Ezek iii. 17, 18. 
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tender Scenes of Infancy and Chilabood in your Arms, 


and under your Eye? If you had no Compaſſion for 


* their periſhing Souls, if you would exert zo Effort 


for their Deliverance and Salvation, from xvhom could 


*© thoſe Compaſſions, thoſe Efforts have been expected? 
But wherein did they appear? Behold the Book of my 
Remembrance, the Records of thy Life, thrown open 
«© before thee : Mere is the Memorial of one Hour 
pent in holy Iaſtruction, or in fervent Prayer with 
«© them, or for them? Can I approve, can I acquit you 
aon ſuch a Review? Or fall I not rather wiſit for 
„ theſe Things, and ſhall not my Soul be avenged for 
«« ſuch a Conduct as this? 

AND your Children, will they be filent on the 
Occaſion? Did Adam, in the Diſtreſs and Amazement 
of his Soul, when in the Preſence of his Judge, accu/e 
Ewe, his Wife, ſo lately taken from his Side, and com- 
mitted to his Protection, and ſtill, no doubt, appearing 
louely in the midit of Sorrow? and will your Children 
in that terrible Day ſpare you ? You may rather expect, 
they will labour to the utmoſt to aggravate @ Crime 


2 
2 


which coſts them ſo dear, that ſo they may, if poſlible, 


alleviate their own Guilt, or if not, indulge their Re- 
venge. O Gop,” (may they perhaps then cry our, 
in the moſt piercing Accents of Indignation and De- 
ſpair) ** thou art righteous in the Sentence thou paſſeſt 
upon us, and we juſtly die for our own Iniquity., We 
have deftrazed ourſelves. But wilt thou not remem- 
<< ber, that our Ruin is in part chargeable bere? Had 
* theſe our Parents been faithful to thee, and to us, 
<< 1t had perhaps been prevented. Had our Infancy been 
formed by religious Inſtruction, we might not have 
grown up to Wickedneſs ; we might not, in the Ad- 
, vance of Life, have de/þi/ed thy ard, and trampled on 
„ thy Son; but might this Day have been oxvned by 
* thee as thy Children, and have ri/ex to that Inheri- 
« tance of Light and Ghyy, which we now behold at 
% this unapproachable Diſtance. Oh! curſed be the Fa- 
thers that begat us; curſed the MWombs that bare us; 
% curſed the Paps that gave us /uc:! Remember xs, 
O Lord, whilſt thou art judeing them; and let us 
have this one. avretched” Comfort, in the midſt of all 

10 our 


Ser, IV. On the Education of Children. 81 


© our _—_— that it is not with Impunity that they 
* Habe betrayed our Souls!" SEND 


Tuts is indeed hc ing and diabolical Language; and 


for that very Reaſon, it is % much the more probable 
on ſo dreadful an Occaſion. And give me leave to 
aſk you one Queſtion, my Friends, and I will conclude 
the Head. If your Children were thus crying out againſt 
you in the Bitterneſs of their Souls, could you attempt 
to filence them, by reminding them of the Care which 
you took of their Temporal Affairs, or of the Riches 
and Grandeur in which you left them on Earth ? 
Nay, could you have the Heart ſo much as to mention 
ſuch a Trifle? And if you could not, then, in the Name 


of Gop, Sirs, how do you /atisfy yourſelves to confine . 


all your Thoughts and Labours to that, which, by your 
own Confeſſion, will neither /ecure your Children from 
everlaſiing Deſtruction, nor give them one Moment's Re- 
lief in the Review, when they are falling into it? 

I wiLL make 20 Apology for the Plainneſs, and Ear- 
nefineſs, which I have uſed. Eternal Intereſts are at Stake, 


and the whole Tenour of Scripture ſupports me in what. 
1 fay. I had rather 9% ſhould be a/armed with hearing. 


| theſe Things from me now, than 70rmented with hearing 
them in another Manner from your Children, and from 
GOD at laſt, If you pleaſe to take proper Meaſures 
for preventing the Danger, I have told you the Way 
at large: If you do not, I hope I may ſay, Jam, 
«« in this Reſpect, clear from your Blood, and the Blood 


« of yours, Who may periſh by your Means: Look you 


«© to it. | | 
Bur it is high Time that I proceed in my Ad- 
dreſs, and apply my/elf, 


2. To theſe Parents, who have been careful to diſ- 
charge the Duty, we have ſo copiouſly deſeribed 
and inforced. l 


I canxorT ſuppole. that a of us would pretend to 


maintain, that i: this, or any other Branch of Duty, 
we have adted up to the utmoſt Extent and Perfetior 
of our Rule. I hope, an humble Senſe of the Def- 
ciencies of all the beſt of ort Serwices, is frequently 
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leading us to the believing Views of a better Righte» 


ouſneſs than our own, in which alone we can dare to 
appear before a holy Gop, and anſwer the Demands 
of his perfect Law. Nevertheleſs, it is ſurely allow- 
able to rejoice in the Teſtimony of our Conſcience (e), with 
regard to the Regularity of r own Behaviour, ſo far 
as it is conformable to Reaſon and Scripture; and it 
is an important Duty, thankfully to own thoſe Influences 
of ſanctify ing and ſtrengthening Grace, by which <ve 
are hat abe are(t). | 
IT is with great Pleaſure I recolleft the Reaſon 1 
have zo beliewe, that many of you, Chriſtians, who hear 
me this Day, are, in the main, conſcientiouſly practi- 


Jing theſe Duties; and that ſome of you were doing it 


long before 1 was capable of exhorting and directing 
you. Acknowledge the ſingular Goodne/s of GOD, by 
which you have been excited to them, and furniſhed 
for them. | 

Mon eſpecially have you Reaſon to agore it, if 
thraugh Grace you can ſay, with Regard to the pre- 
ſent Succeſs, what you may certainly ſay, as to the 


future Recompence, that your Labour in the LORD 


is not in wain(g). Let Gop have the Glory of his 
own Work. I perſuade myſelf, you underſtand the Goſ- 
pel too well, to aſcribe it to the Prudence of your own 
Conduct, to the Strength of your Reaſoning, or to the 
Warmth and Tenderneſs of your Addreſs. Whatever 
of theſe Advantages you have poſſeſſed, were derived 
from GOD; and your very Care for your Offspring, is, 
fas the Apoſtle expreſſes it in a like Caſe,) the earneff 
Care which GOD has put into your Hearts (h). But 
it was not 75¹8 Care, or theſe Advantages alone, that 
produced ſo happy an Efe#. In vain had your Doctrine 
from. Day to Day dropped as the Rain, and diſtilled 
as the Dew (i), in the moſt gentle and inſinuating Man- 
ner; in vain had the precious Seed of the Word been 
fewn with unwearied Diligence, and watered with Tears 
too; had not Gop commanded the Operations of his 
Ble ſſed Spirit to come down, as a more efficacious Rain, 
as more fruitful Showers to water their Hearts. Oh! 
(e) 2 Cor. i. 12, (C) 1 Cor, xv. 58 


51 Cor. xv. 10, 
() 2 Or, viii. 16. 


(i) Deut, xxxi, 2. 


be not inſenſible of the Favour. Your own Souls might 
to this very Day, have been 4 barren W/derneſ5, a 


Land of Drought, an Habitation of Devils; and behold, 


not only they, but your Families too, are like a Field, 
like a Garden, which the LO RD has blefſed (k). Gop 
might have cut you off many Years ago, for your 
Neglect of his Covenant, or your Breaches of it; and 
behold, he is eftablihing it, not only <vith you, but 
your Seed after you, for an everlaſling Covenant (I). 
Methinks your Hearts ſhould overflow with Gratitude 
and holy Foy, while you dwell on ſuch Reflections as 
theſe. This ſhould add a Reliſb to all the Pleaſure you 
find in converſing with your Children: This ſhould quicker 
you to farther Diligence in cultivating thoſe 8 
which you have the Satisfaction to ſee already im- 
planted: This ſhould reconcile you to all the Aflictians, 
with which Providence may exerci/e, either you or them: 
This ſhould ſupport you in the Views of a Separation, 
either by your own Death, or by theirs; ſince you have 
ſo comfortable a Hope, that if they are removed they 
will go to a Heawenly Father, and that if they are /c/+ 
behind you, they will be ſafe and happy under his Care, 
till you meet in à better World, where you will be for 
ever to each other @ mutual Glory and Foy. 

Bur I cannot congratulate you on ſuch an Occaſion, 
without the Danger of adding Afiifion to the afflicted 
Parents, whoſe Circumſtances, alas! are far different 
from yours. I fear, my Friends, that there are /ome 
among ft you, who look round you, and look forwards, 
with far different Proſpects; ſome who are, with bleed- 
ing Hearts, borrowwing the Complaint, which «ave who 
are Miniſters of the Goſpel, ſo frequently breathe forth, 
We have laboured in vain, and ſpent our Strength for 
nought (m). Oh!” (may you perhaps add,) that it 
«© were only in vain! "Thoſe dear Children, which we 
« early dewoted to GoD in Baptiſm, which we endea- 
„ youred to educate in the Knowledge and Fear of the 
« Lokp, the Children of our Hopes, the Children of 
« our Prayers, are unfruitfic! under all our Cultivation, 
or, it may be, vilibly turned aſide from the good Ways 
« in which they were trained up ; as if they had tnozwn 

D « them 
(k) Gen, xxvii. 27, J) Jer. xxMi, 40, fm) Iſai, xlix, 4. 
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them only to reject and affront them : So that, we 
«© have Reaſon to fear, that all ave have already done, 
«© as It is an Aggravation of their Guilt, will be a 
«« proportionable 4gravation of their Ruin.” 

Ir is indeed a very pitiable Caſe, We owe you our 
Compaſſions, and we owe you our Prayers; but permit 
us to intermix our Con/olations and our Admonitions. 
You have at leaſt delivered your own Souls (n); and as 
you participate in the Sorrows of faithful Miniſters, 
you may fare in their Comforts too; and ſay with them, 
Though the Objects of our compaſſionate Care be net 
gathered, yet ſhall aue be glorified, for our Work is with 
the LORD, and our Reward with our GOD (o). Go 
on therefore in the midit of all your Diſcouragements, 
and, in this reſpect, be not weary in well doing (p). 
Take heed of /uch a Deſpair, as would cut the Sineaws 
of future Endeawours, If your Child were labouring un- 
der any bodily Diſlemper, you would be very unwilling 
that the Phyſicians ſhould quite give him over, and 
try no farther Medicines: You would lose them, 
and ſay, Can nothing more be done? Is there not 
«« the leaſt Glimmering of Hope?” Alas! my Friends, 
a Child given up by a pious Parent, is, to a be- 
heving Eye, @ much more melancholy Sight, than a 
Patient given over by the Phyſicians. Excuſe me 
then, if 1 follow you with the Queſtion, Can nothing 
«*« more be done? Is there not the lea Glimmering of 
c Hope? Who told you, that the Sentence of Condem- 
nation is ſealed, while you are ſure 7? 7s not executed. 
Is the Danger extream ? Let your Efforts be ſo much 
the more zealous, your Admonitions ſo much the more fre- 
quent and ſerious, your Prayers ſo much the more wag 
and importunate. And on the whole, (to allude to t 
Words of Dawid, on a much lower Occaſion,) Who can 
tell, aubether GOD avill be gracious to you, that the Child 
may live (q)? And the ſad Apprehenſions which you now 
entertain, may only ſerve to increaſe the Foy with which 
you ſhall then ſay, This my Son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was loſt, and is found (r). 


II. I wovLD 


(n) Ezek. wexiii, 9. (o) Ifai. xlix, 4, 5, C) Gal. vi. 9. 
(2) 2 Sam, al, 2. (7) Luke xv. 24, 
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II. I would addreſs myſelf to Chi/iren ; To you, the 


dear Lambs of the Flock, whom I look upon as no 
contemptible Part of my Charge. I have been /peak- 
ing for you a great while, and now give me leave to: 
ſpeak to you; and pray do you endeavour, for a few 
Minutes, to mind every Word that I ſay. 


You ſee, it is your Parent”s Duty to bring you up 
for GOD. The great Gop of Heaven and Earth 
has been pleaſed to give his expreſs Command, that you 
ſhould be trained' up in the Fay in which you ſhould 
go, even in the Nurture and Admonition of the LORD (s). 
It is the wonderful Goodneſs of Gap to give ſuch a 
Charge; and methmks you ſhould be afze#ed with it, 
and ſhould be enquiring what you ſbould do in Return. 

Now there are three Things, which I would aft 
of every one of you, in Return for this gracions No- 
tice which the great Gop has taten of you Chiluren; 
and I am ſure, zf you love your own Souls, you will 
not deny me any of them.—Be avilling to learn the 
Things of Gop pray for them that teach you ;—and 
ſee to it, you do not learn them in vain. Liſten di- 
ligently, that you may anderſtand and remember each 
of theſe. 


i. BE willing to learn the Things of GOD. 


Tux Things of GOD are very delightful, and they 
are very uſeful; and, whatever you may think of it, 
your Life depends on your Acquaintance with them. So 
CurisT himſelf ſays, This is Life Eternal, that they 
may know Thee the only traue Gov, and JEsus CnRISTH, 
«whom thou haſt ſent (t). Therefore you, Children, ſhould 
not think much of the Labour of learning theſe Things. 
Oh! far from that, you ſhould be every Day upon 
your Knees, begging Gov, that you may be taught 2 &nozv 
Him, and vo know CHRIST. Gop has done a great deal 
more for you, than he has for many others. You might 
have been born in a Place, where you would newer have 
ſeen a Bible mall your Lives; where you would never have 

| heard 
(s) Eph, vi. 4+ (te) John xvii, 3. 
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heard of the Name of CHRIST, where you might newer 
have been inflrufted in the Nature of Duty and Sin, nor 
have been told of the World beyond the Grave; and 
ſo. would probably have fallen into Hell, before you 
gad known there was ſuch a Place. And the great 
Gop has ordered Matters ſo, that yow are born under 
the Light of the Gofpel, and have ſuch plain and ſuch 
fi excellent Inftructious, that you may know more of Di- 
vine Things in your Infancy, than the Viſe Men amongſt 
i. the Heathens did, when they were old and gre-headed, 
1 and had ſpent all their Lives in Study. And will you 
be /o ungrateful, as not to be willing to learn, when 
ſuch Proviſion is made for your Iuſtruction? Gop for- 
bid! Shall Gop give you his Ward, and your Parents 

and Miniſters employ their Time, and their Pains, to 
teach you the Meaning of it, and will you refuſe to at- 
tend to it? That were fooliſh, and wuicked indeed. 7 
T;. Hope much better Things of you. That is my firft Ad- 
vice: Be willing to learn. I add, 


2. PRA y for theſe that are to teach you. 


I wovLD hope, you, little Creatures, dare not lime 
ewithout Prayer. I hope Gop, who ſees in ſecret, ſees 
many of you on your Knees every Morning and every 
Evening, aſting a Bleſſing from him as your Heavenly 
Father. Now let me intreat you, that at ſuch Times 
you would pray for thoſe that inſtruct you in Divine 
Things; pray that Gop would / % them for it, and 
pray that he would hep them in it. In praying thus 
for us, you do indeed pray for yourſelves. There is 
a gracious Promiſe to the People of Gop: And they 
# ſhall. be all taught of GOD (vu) Pray, that it may 
be fulfilled. Pray, that Gop would teach us to teach 
Jon; elle we ſhall attempt it to very little Purpoſe, Pray 
for your Parents, and pray for your Miniflers. 

Pray for your Parents: That Gop would help them 
to inſtruct you in ſuch a Manner as they have now been 
direQted : That they may do it p/ainly, ſo that you 
may be able to underſtand what they ſay; and /erioufly, 
that you may be brought to an holy Awe of Gop; 
and 
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and tenderly, that you may be engaged to love Gon 
and his Word, and CHr1sT and his Ways; and pray, 
that your Parents may be ſtirred up to do it frequently, 
to give you Line upon Line, and Precept upon Precept, 
that you may be put in Mind of what you are ſo ready 
to forget. | 

Ay let me defire you, my dear Charge, when you 
pray for your Parents, to pray for your Miniſter too. I 
declare it again in the moit publick Manner, it is 
earneſt Deſire that Children would pray for me. And 


I verily believe, every faithful Minifler of CIS TC 


would join with me in ſuch a Requelt. We do not, 
we dare not, deſpiſe the Prayers of one of theſe little 
Ones. Far from that, I am perſuaded it world greatly 
revive and encourage us, and we ſhould hope GOD had 
ſome /ingular Mercy in ſtore for us, and his People, 
if we were ſure the Childrer of the Congregation were, 
every Day, praying for a Bleſſing on our Labours. 


3. Tax heed that you do not learn in vain. 


Tux great Truths which you are taught from the 
Word of Gopb, are not intended merely to fill your Heads 
with Nations, but to make your Hearts and Lives more 
boly. You know the Way to your Father's Houfe every 
Step of it, but that would zever carry you Home, if 
you would not go in it. No more will it fignify zo 
now the May to Heaven, unleſs you walk in it. If 
you know theſe Things, ſays the Lox D Jzesvs ChRIST 
himſelf, SLappy are ye if ye do them(w), And I may 
add, that zf ye do them not, it had been happier for 
you, if you had newer known them. Dear Children, con- 
ſider it; it is but @ /ittle aubile, and you muſt die: 
And when thoſe active Bodies of yours are become cold, 
mouldering C/ay, the great Gop of Heaven and Earth 
wall call your Souls to his 7udement-Seat. As ſure 
as you are mow in his Houſe, you will ſhortly, very 
Hortiy, be flanding before his awvful Throne, Then 
he will examine, to what Purpoſe you have heard ſa 
many religious Inflrutions, ſo many good Leſſons. Then 
he will examine, whether you have feared him, and 
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loved him, and ſerved him, and received the Lord JEsv: 
into your Hearts, as your Saviour and your King; whe- 
ther you have choſen Siz or Holine/s for your Way, 
Earth or Heaven for your Portion. And if it be found, 
that you have ive without Thought, and without 
Prayer, without any Regard to the Eye of GOD always 
upon you, and the Yard of GOD always before you, 
it will be a mf lamentable Caſe. You will have Rea- 
ſon to ac, you had newer heard of theſe Things at 
all: for he has ſaid, The Serwant which knew his Lok D's 
Will, and did it not, ſhall be beaten auith many Stripes (x). 
Even while I am ſpeaking to you, Death is coming 
en; perhaps his Scythe may cut you down, while you 
are but coming up as Flowers. I ſpeak to you thus 
plainly and earneſtly, becauſe I do not know but you 
may be in Eternity before another Lox D's Day. Oh! 


pray earneſtly, that Gop would give you his Grace to fit 
you for Glory; and that all you learn may be /o bleged, 


that you may be made wiſe to Salvation by it. The 
Lok p grant that it may! 

AnpD I have one Thing to tell you for your Encox- 
ragement, and then I have done with you for this Time. 
How young ſoever you are, and how broken ſoever your 
Prayers may be, the great and glorious Lo RD of An- 
gels and Men, will be ewi/ling to hear what you ſay. 

ou may be ſure to be welcome to the Throne of Grace. 
The Loa Dp JESUS CHRIS, when he was upon Earth, 
was very angry with thoſe who would have hindered 
little Children from coming to him: He ſaid, Suffer 
little Children to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of ſuch is the Kingdom of GOD(y). And CurrsT 
is as compaſſionate now, as ever he was. Go to him, 
and you may humbly hope, he. wv://, as it were, take 
you vp into his Arms, and bleſs you. He has ſaid it, 
and 1 hope you will never forget it; I love them that 
howve me, and they that ſeek me early ſhall find me (2). 
Oh! that I were but as_/ure, that every Child in this 
Aſſembly wwouid go and aſt a Bleffing from Curisr, 
as I am that cur dear LORD 1s «v/ling to beftoxv it! But 
to draw to a Concluſion, 


| T | III. I 
(x) Luke xi, 47. (y) Mark x. 13, 14. () Prov, vill. 17+ 
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III. I sHaLL addre/s myſelf to thoſe young Perſons 
who are grown up to Tears of Maturity, under the 
Advantages of a Religious Education, and are not yet 
fixed in Families of their eqn, 


I nor, that many of you have been ſenſible of the 
Value of thoſe Opportunities you have enjoyed, and by 
Divine Grace have been enabled to improve them well ; 
yet I muſt add, that I fear, there are others amongſt 
you, who have unhappily neg/efted and abuſed them. 
1 muſt apply myſelf diſtinctly to each of you. 


1. To thoſe young Perſons, who have neglected and 
abuſed the Advantages of a Religious Education. 


I conFEss, there are hardly any to whom I ſpeak 
with % little Pleaſure, becauſe I have ſeldom 4% Rea- 
fon to hope 1 Hall ſucceed, What ſhall I fay to you? 
l hat can I ſay, that you have not often heard, and 
eften deſpiſed? One is almoſt. tempted, in ſuch a Cir- 
cumſtance, to turn Reaſonings and 1 into 
Upbraidings ; and even to adopt thoſe too paſſionate 
Words of Maſes (a), Hear now, ye Rebels, you that 
have grown up in tbe Knowledge, and yet the Con- 
*c tempt of Divine Things: you that have diſappointed 
* the Hopes, and ſlighted the Admonitions, of your pious 
Parents, and ſo have broken their Spirits, and, it 
« may be, their Hearts too, and have brought down 
* their hoary Hairs with Sorrow to the Grave (b). One 
«© Way or another you have perhaps filenced them. But 
* 1s it à ſmall Thing to you, that you have thus weg- 
© ried Men, and <wwill you attempt to weary your GOD 
« alſo(c)? Can you dare to hope, that you ſhall at 
« laft carry thoſe proud thoughtleſs Heads /-:umphant 
cover all the Terrars of his Word?” You imagine it 
a very happy Circumſtance, that yow have got loſe 
from thoſe iu Lefſons, and uneaſy Reftraints, you 
were once under. But really, when one ſeriouſly con- 
fiders whither e Liberties lead you, and where they 
will probably end, @ ju/? Reſentment of your Ingrati- 
; tude 

() Numb, xx. 10, ( Gen, xlii, 38. (e) Uai. vii. 12 
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tude is almoſt diſarmed, and Indignation is converted 
into Pig. 

ALas! Sinners, the Fay of all Tranſgreſſors is hard (d); 
but yours is peculiarly ſo. You, to whom I am now 
addreſſing, are in the Morning of your Days, and it is 
not to be ſuppoſed, that the Iunpreſſons of a good Edu- 
cation are yet entirely effaced. What future Tears may 
do, I know not; but hitherto, I perſuade myſelf, you 


have frequently your Reflections, and your Conwictions: 
 ConweFions, which have Force enough to torment you, 


though not to reform you ; to plant Thorns in the 
Paths of Sin, though not to reduce you to thoſe of Duty, 
But if you fee/ nothing of this Remorſe and Anxiety, 


ſuch a dead Calm is then more dreadful than the fferceſt 


Storm and Tumult of Thought: A /ad Indication, that 
your Courſe in Wickedneſs has been exceeding fevift ; in- 
deed /o fevift, that it is probable ? may not be long. 
Oh that it might immediately be ſlopped by Divine Grace, 
rather than by the Vengeance you have ſo much Rea- 
fon to fear ! 
Arx leaſt be engaged to pauſe in it for a few Mo- 
ments, and let Rea/on and Con ſcience be permitted to 
—_ How is it that you mate your/elves, I will not 
y entirely, but tolerably eaſy ? Is it by the Dißbelief 
of Chriftianity * Do you ſecretly ſiiſpect, that the Goſpel 
is but @ cunningiy deviſed Fable? Vet even that Suf- 
picion is not enough. Let me rather aſk, © Are you 
« Jo confident it is ſo, that you will venture to flake 
« even the Lift of your Souls upon its Fa/ood? * If 
you were come to ſuch a Confidence, yet it is amazing 
to me, how, even on the Principles of Natural Religion 
alone, Perſons in your Circumſtances can make themſelves 
eaß. Can any of the Libertines of the preſent Age, 
that belicwe a GOD, imagine that he is altogether fuch 
a one as themſelves (e)? Can they flatter thempelwves 
ſo far as to hope, that hey, in the Ways of Negli- 
gence, Profaneneſs, and Debauchery, are like to meet with 
a more favourable Treatment from him, than thoſe pi- 
ous Parents whoſe Principles they deride ; or that his 
looſe and irregular Courſe will end better, than that Life 
of Prayer and Se/f- Denial, of Faith and Love, of Spi- 
rituality 
(d) Prov, xiii, 15. (4) Fal. Lu. 
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rituality and Heawvenly-Mindedneſs, which they diſcerned 
in them? Few are ſo abandoned, even of common Senſe, 
as to think this? 

Bur theſe are more diſtant Concerns. I bleſs Gop, 
this Kind of Infidelity is not in Faſhion here. You aſ- 
ſent to the Goſpel as true, and therefore muſt know, 
that GOD, who obſerves and records your Conduct now, 
will bring you into Fudgment for it another Day. And 
if you go on thus, how will you and in that Judgment? 
What will you plead? On what will you repoſe the 
Confidence of your Souls, that will not prove a broker 
Reed, which will go up into your Hand, and pierce you 
deep, in Proportion to the Stre/5 you lay upon it? 
While you behave like à Generation of Vipers, think 
not to ſay within yourſelves, We have Abraham for 
our Father (f). Think not to plead a Relation to the 
Religious Parents, whoſe Gop and whoſe Ways you 
have forſaken. Think not to plead an early Dedication to 
him in the Baptiſinal Covenant, which you have broken,. 
deſpiſed, and in Fact renounced. Think not to plead that 
external Profeſſion, which you have ſo ſhamefully con- 
tradicted, and even by wearing it, diſbonoured. You will 
ſee the Weakneſs of ſuch Pleas as theſe, and will not 
date to trifle with that awful Tribunal, ſo far as to 
mention them there. And when you are yourſelues thus 
folent and confounded, who will appear as an Adwocate 
in your Favour? Tour Parents were often preſenting 
their Supplications and Interceſſions for you before the 
Throne of Grace, but there will be zo Room to pre- 
ſent them before the Throne of Fuftice: Nor will they 
have any Inclination to do it. All the Springs of na- 
tural Fondneſs will be dried up; they will zo longer 
regard you as their Children, when they /ee you in the 
accurſed Number of the Enemies of their Gop. 

Ap when you are thus di/owwned by your Parents, 
and diſowned by GOD, whither will you cauſe your 
Shame and your Terror to go? You, who have had /o many 
Privileges, and ſo many Opportunities, perhaps I may 
add, /o many fond preſumptuous Hopes too, how will you 
bear to fee Multitudes coming from carnal and profane 
Families, to ſhare with yonr Parents in the arms” 

9 


(f) Matt, iii. 7, 9. 


—— 4+ - 


F 55 G-- - ” 


- - - 
- a. . 


. - - 
ac. 
3 


— "RY 
— — 


= * , a — 
. 22 18 3 oth 3 a * k IS 
— — » Irie 24 a —— —— — — 


92 On the Eaucation of Children. Ser. IV. 


of Glory, from which you are excluded? You, who were 
the Children of the Kingdom; whole Remor/e therefore 
muſt be the more cutting ; whole Condemnation there- 
fore muſt be the more aweighty ! Obſerve in how ſtrong 
and lively a View, our LORD has repreſented this aw- 
ful Thought, in Words, which though immediately 
addreſſed to the unbelzeving Jeaus, are remarkably ap- 
plicable to you (g): There ſhall be aveeping and gnaſh- 
ing of Teeth, when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, 
and Jacob, (your pious Anceſtors,) in the Kingdom of 
GOD, and you yourſelves thruſt out : And many ſhall 
come from the North, and the South, and the Eaſt, and 
the Weſt, and fhall fit down with them in the King- 
dom of GOD; but the Children of the Kingdom ſhall J 
caft out into utter Darkneſs (h). | 
Bur thro' the Divine Forbearance hon are not yet 
fut out. There is ſtill Hope even for you, if you will 
now return to the GOD of your Fathers, from whom, 
by theſe aggravated Tranſgreſſions, yo hawe ſo deeply 
revolted. Let me then once more tenderly intreat you, 
and ſolemnly charge you, by the Conſolations of the Liv- 
ing, and by the Memory of the pious Dead, by your pre- 
fent Comforts, by your future Hopes, by the nearly - 
proaching Solemnities of Death and Fudgment, by the 
Mercies of GOD, and by the Blood of a 1 that 
you confider, and ſhew yourſelves Men (i); that you ſet 
yourſelves, as it were, attentively to read over the Cha- 
racters inſcribed on your Memories and Underſtandings 
in the Courſe of a Religious Education ; that you hearken 
to the Voice of Conſcience repeating theſe Admonitions, 
and to the Voice of the Bleſſed Gop, as ſpeaking in 
his Word to confirm them ; and finally, that you ap- 
Þly to him in a moſt importunate Manner, for thoſe 
wiclorious Influences of his Spirit, which are able to 
mollify and transform theſe Hearts of Stone, and to raiſe 
even you, from ſo low a Depth of Degeneracy and Dan- 
ger, to the Character and Happineſs of the genuine 
Children of Abraham. Gop forbid, that I ſhould fr 
againſt your Souls, and my own, in ceafing to pray that 
it may be ſo! And now, 
. 2. I sHALL 
(g) Luke xiii, 28, 29. (&) Mat, viii, 11, 12. (i) 191, xlvi. 8. 
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2. I HALL conclude all, with an Addre/5 to thoſe 
young Perſons, who have been, through Grace, ex- _ 
gaged to a becoming Improvement of the Religious 
Education they have enjoyed. 


I rave the Pleaſure of being ve// aſſured, that there 
are many ſuch amongſt you: Many who are now the 
Foy of Minifters and Parents, and the Hope of the Church 
for ſucceeding Years. Let me intreat you, my dear j 
Brethren and Friends, that you daily acknowledge the 
Divine Goodneſs, in fawouring you with ſuch Advan- 
tages; and, what is ſtill more valuable, in giving you 
a Heart to prize and to improve them. 

Tuixx how different your Circumſtances might have 
been. Providence might have ca your Lot in ſome 
diſtant Age or Country, where the true GOD had been 
unknown, where your early Steps had been guided to 
the Groves and Temples of deteſtable 1do/s, and you 
might poſſibly have been taught to conſecrate Luft or 
Murther by the Name of e Or you might | 
have been educated in Popiſh Darkneſs, where the Scrip- [ 
ture would have been to you as a /ealed Book, and [| 
you would have ſeen Chriſtianity polluted with IAdola- 
trous Rites, on ſome Accounts more inexcuſable than 
thoſe of the Heathen, and adulterated with the moſt 
abſurd and pernicious Errors. There the miſtaken Piety 
of your Parents might have proved @ dangerous Snare, 
whilſt it had infuſed 4 blind, and perhaps a cruel Zeal, 
and a proud furious Oppoſition to all the Methods of 
better Information. 

Nay, even here, in a Proteſtant Country, is it not 
too evident, there are many Families in which had yon 
been bern and educated, you had /ate as in Darkneſs 
and the Shadow of Death, tho' in the Land of Light 
and the Valley of Vifien ? Your Infant-Tongue had been 
formed to the Language of Hell, and exerciſed in Curſes 
and Oaths, rather than in Prayer. You had early been 
taught to deride every Appearance of ſerious Godlineſ5 ; 
and all the irregular Propenſities of Nature had been 
Arengthened by Examples of Wickedneſs, which might 
have been /ifficient te corrupt Innocence itſelf, When 

you 
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vou conſider the <vide Difference between theſe Circum- 
flances and your own, ſurely whatever your Portion of 
worldly Pofſefſions may be, you have Reaſon to /if+ 
ep your Heads to Heaven with Vonder and Gratitude, 
and to ſay, The Lin are fallen to us in pleaſant Places, 
yea, we have a goodh Heritage (k). 

Nox is this all: There are many around you, who 
have /bared in ſuch Advantages as theſe, and have „n- 
fully abuſed them, to the Diſhonour of GOD, to the 
Grief of their Parents, and to their own Danger, and 
. their Ruin. And why are not you in that wretched 

umber, or avho maketh thee to differ from them (I)? 
Why are not your Hearts barred againſt the Entrance of 
a Redeemer, but becauſe the Lo RD has opened them (m) ? 
Why were not all the good Inſtructions which have been 
oy to you, like Seed ſonun upon a Rock; but becauſe 

OD gave the Increaſe (n). Adore the Riches of this 
diſtinguiſhing Grace. | 

And let me earneſtly exhort you, that you be care- 
ful fil! farther to improve it. Give me Leave to ſay, 
that theſe fair Openings of early Seriauſneſs, do natu- 
rally raiſe a very high Expetation of eminent Advances 
in Religion. Let it be your humble and diligent Care, 


that zhe/e Eæpectations be anſwered : That your Goodneſs 


may not be /ike the Morning Cloud, or the early Dex, 
ewhich ſoon goeth away (o); but rather lie the dawn- 
ing Light, which ſhines brighter and brighter till the 


penſect Day (p). 


Wulst Providence continues the/e holy Parents, to 
whom you have been /o highly indebted, let it be your 
conſtant Care, by all the moſt chearful Returns of Duty 
and Gratitude, to expreſs your Regards to them, and 
your Senſe of ſo great an Obligation. And I will add, 
let it be your Care, to hand down to future Ages He 
important Advantages you have received frgm them. 

ONE Generation paſfſeth aauay, and another Gene- 
ration cometh (q). It is highly probable, that in a few 
Years, Numbers of you will be conducted into new Re- 
lations ; and we pleaſe ourſelves with the Hope, that 
you will carry Religion and Happineſs into rifing Fa. 

milies, 

(%) Pal, xvi, 6. (I) 1 Cor. iv. 7. (n) Acts xvi. 14. (a) 1 Cor. 
ii. 7. (0) Hoſ. vi. 4. () Prov. iv. 18. (:) Ecel. i. 4. 
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milieu. Let not thoſe Hopes be diſappointed. When 
Gop fixes you in Houſes of your 021, let it be your 
firſt Concern to erect there ſuch domeſtick Altars, as thoſe 
at which you have <vorfhipped with ſuch holy Pleaſure, 
and ſenſible Tokens of Divine Acceptance. Let the /a- 
cred Treaſure of Divine Knowledge, which has been deps- 
fited auith you, be faithfully delivered down to your De- 
ſcendants; that they, in their Turn, may ari/e with the 
ſame pious Zeal, to tranſmit it to another Generation, 
that ſhall be born of them. | 

AxpD may Divine Grace, that inexhauſtible Spring 
of the moſt valuable Bleſſings, ſweetly fow on to add 
Efficacy to all, that real vital Religion may be the Glory 
and Foy of every ſucceeding Age; till this Earth (which 
is but a Place of Education for the Children of GOD, 
during their Minority,) ſhall paſs away to make Room 
for a far nobler Scene and State of Exiftence ; where 
pious Parents and their religious Offspring ſhall for ever 
enjoy the moſt delightful Society, inhabiting the Palace 
of our Heawenly Father, and ſurrounding the Throne of 
sur glorified Redeemer! AMEN. 
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